
years then you as might as we l l be do ing a l i fe sentence s ince pr isoners
in th i s s ta te end up do ing a round fi f t y pe rcen t o r more o f the i r sen ten¬
c e o n a v e r a g e . I n a d d i t i o n I o w a l e g i s l a t o r l e a d e r s p r e d i c t v i r t u a l l y u n ¬
a n i m o u s a p p r o v a l o f t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n . T h i s b e i n g t h e c a s e b y n e x t t i m e I
draf t out the Iowa Dungeon Report 1expect that th is new repressive mea¬
s u r e w i l l b e o n t h e l a w b o o k s e f f e c t i n g I o w a n ' s . A s u s u a l I w i l l k e e p
t h e r e a d e r s o f t h i s n e w s l e t t e r i n f o r m e d o f w h a t I m p a c t t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n
h a s .

T h e I O W A
D U N G E O N

R E P O R T

In ending the reason this months Iowa Dungeon Report Is so short Is
because of the lack o f funds Ihave th is month and I 'm about out o f typ¬
i n g p a p e r a n d s o u n t i l I fi n d s o m e f u n d s f r o m t h e o u t s i d e t h i s p r o j e c t
c o u l d b e d e l a y e d I n t h e n e a r f u t u r e . A s I t s t a n d s t h e s t a t e t a k e s a l m o s t
a l l o f m y s t a t e p a y l e a v i n g m e a r o u n d f o u r o r fi v e d o l l a r s a m o n t h w h i c h
q u i t f r a n k l y I b a r e l y a f f o r d h y g i e n e s u p p l i e s . S o I f a n y o n e w a n t s
he lp financ ia l l y i t wou ld be mos t we lcomed and he lp fu l i n the con t inua t¬
i o n o f t h i s p r o j e c t . T h a n k Y o u .

t o
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This and other terrific prisoner zines
ore available through the South Chicago
ABC Zine Distro. Dozens of zines dealing
wi th anarch ism, femin ism, an t i - rac ism and
prisoner issues are available. This zine costs
one 33 cent stamp. All zines are $2.00 or
less. Titles include. In the Trenches...
Thought Bombs, Freedom Campaign/
Criminolgy 101, AStory That Must Be Told,
Behind These Walls, Cyanide, Chain Reaction,
The Kalifornia Department of Konrections and
Pelican Bay State Prison, Off Our Knees and
many, many others. Write for acomplete list.

D. A. Sheldon #807779A
Clarinda Correrctional Facility
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To what degree does aperson lose the right to redress their grievances
against arepressive government, even though that government supposedly gua¬
r a n t e e s i n i t ' s c o n s t i t u t i o n t h e r i g h t ,
r ed ress o f g r i evances . "? We l l f o r t he I owa p r i sone r t he bas i c
hard -earned access ib le r i gh t to the cour ts has taken ahard
when the Department of Punishments Director W.L. Kautzky
every law library located in all of Iowa's prisons to be eliminated
two year period. This is in reaction to the 1997 U.S. Supreme court decision
"Casey Vs. Lewis" which Arizona state prisoners won a'
in the federal district court, on the issue of expanding legal library
ices to non-English speaking prisoners and access to ’aw materials available
on CD-ROM. Finally after Arizona prlsoncrats filed an appeal to the ninth
circuit court of appeals which the ruling was "affirmed," they went to the
U.S. Supreme Court the majority of the reactionary Justices reversed the lo¬
wer cou r t s ru l i ng expand ing the i r "op in ion

T h e u s e o f i n c a r c e r a t i o n I n I o w a h a s b e c o m e
i f y o u r p a r t o f t h e l o w e r c l a s s

. . . C o p e t i t i o n t h e g o v e r n m e n t f o r a
f u n d a m e n t a l ,

s t e p b a c k w a r d s
o r d e r e d e a c h a n d

standard of Iowa l iving especial ly
c i t i z e n s h i p ' * w h i c h w i t h o u t d o u b t d o e s n o t h a v e t h e

privi lege of r ights and poli t ical expression, as la demonstrated with the substantial
placement of these people In Iowa's penal system which continues Co grow in leaps and
bounds as expanded legislative policies enacted against what
l i k e t o c a l l t h e c r i m i n a l c l a s s .

C h e s t a t e b u r e a u c r a t s
In the appearance of locking away “Iowa's Dangerous"

even though the majority are doing time for non-violent offenses, the prison populat¬
ion In the last decade has grown 138 percent from 2.851 at the end of
p r i s o n e r s o n M a y 3 1 . 1 9 9 8 . T h i s I s

o v e r a

c l a s s a c t i o n l a w s u i t
s e r v -

1 9 8 7 t o 7 , 3 0 0
I n I o w a a n d t h e

Iowa Is warehousing these people
In extremely crowded facilities with only adesigned capacity for 5,701 beds despite
the recent opening of three new medium security prisons in Che
Newton, Clarlnda and Fort Dodge, that have created space for 2,250 prisoners.

e v e n a f t e r s e r i o u s c r i m e
n a t i o n a s a h o l e h a s f e l l f o r t h e 6 t h y e a r I n a r o w .

l a s t t w o y e a r s I n

t o e f f e c t a l l p r e v i o u s
by t h i s cou r t I n r e l a t i on t o p r i sone rs access t o l aw ma te r i a l ,
legal right to have access to alaw library. In turn prlsoncrats and a
states are now on the bandwagon to eliminate law libraries In their prisons.
In the state of Iowa Director Kautzky told the media, the reason law librar¬
ies are being wlpe-out Is to many "frivolous" lawsuits were being
Inmates and that the cost to keep the libraries up-dated
$500,000 ayear. Already the Department of Punishment has
n e w u p - t o -d a te l a w b o o ks , w h i l e r e q u e s t o f l e g a l ma te r i a l s f r o m t h e
law library which are not available In Che prison law library will
b e d o n e a t C h e i n m a t e s

r u l i n g s
t h u s o u r

I f e w
Along with this growth Che operating budget for the Iowa Department

menc has soared from J74 million In 1986 to $198 million during the
year. This extension of cancerous growth is only the beginning as state
officials recently forecasted Iowa's prison population will soar to 10,870 over the
next decade facilitated by ongoing and planned policies and practices such as tougher
sentencing laws which length prison terms, more people going to prison for drug offe¬
n s e s a n d I n c r e a s e d r e a s o n s t o v i o l a t e t h o s e

A n do f p u n l s h -
c u r r e n t f a s c a l

c o r r e c t i o n a l

fi l e d b y
c o s t C h e s t a t e

s t o p p e d o r d e r i n g
s t a t e

h a v e C o

expense. In afurther move by the state apparatus
to demonstrate prisoners will still have access Co Che courts for all civil
and cr iminal matters the Department of Punishment has hired
the state public defenders office. This is apoor excuse
adv ise to the pr ison popu la t ion

p r o b a t i o n a n d p a r o l e .o n

The newest of these medium-security facilities is Fort Dodge
s m a l l c o m m u n i t y w h e r e t h i s o u t s i d e

c o n s t r u c t e d i n a

w e r e e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y
a s s t a t e p o l i t i c i a n s l e a d

s o o n b e c o m e a n o t h e r

I t ' s a g r e a t d a y f o r F o r t
Proclaimed reactionary Iowa governor Terry Branscad.

While state representative Michael Cormack arepublican from fort Dodge,
audience In aseries of cheer-llke questions and
For t Dodge, Iowa?" He asked.
" Ye s . " T h e y s a i d .
C o r m a c k t h e n d e c l a r e d

I n d u s t r y a n d I t ' a j o b s
welcomed at agroundbreaking ceremony during July 1996
about 200 attending the event In an empty farm field that would
Iowa dungeon In ahigh school like pep rally chancing.
D o d g e a n d a g r e a t d a y f o r I o w a !

a n a t t o r n e y f r o m
i n o f f e r i n g l e g a l

f o r n u m e r o u s r e a s o n s , s t a r t i n g w i t h t h e
simple fact chat this attorney works for Che state, along with Che poor rep¬
resentation they give to poor clients when they are appealing their criminal
convictions to the state of Iowa Supreme Court and appellate Court,
majority of Che attorneys at the public defenders office are biased and
m o s t l y J u s t o u t

t h e n l e d t h e

answers: "Are we proud to l ive In
I s t h e c i t y m o v i n g f o r w a r d ? "

"More,"
t h i s r h e t o r i c c o n t i n u e d

w a s g i v e n a t i n y g o l d
" N o w t h a t F o r t

a n e x p a n s i o n a t t h e 7 5 0
a t a n a d d e d c o s t o f $ 1 0 m i l l i o n .

T h e c r o w d r e p l i e d .
I s th i s the end o r can we do more?" He asked .

I'm proud to be aFort Dodger,
eight other speakers, at the end of the ceremony each
s h o v e l p i n a n d a s m a l l c a r d , w h i c h r e a d s

Y e s , I I

T h a t C h et h e y s a i d ,
w i t h a r e

of law school so they have little experience In Che law
which they represent. Overall the real reason Director Kautzky ordered this
repressive measure Is to slow down prisoners especially Jailhouse attorneys
from filing lawsuits against the brutalities of this messed up system. As it
s t o o d p r l s o n c r a t s w e r e

o fg u e s t '
a s h o v e l f u l l o f p r o g r e s s ,

dodge Is open Iowa lawmakers are already poised to approve
b e d f a c i l i t y b y a l l o w i n g a n a d d i t i o n a l 4 0 0 b e d

already being chal lenged from numerous avenues from
the conditions of Administrative lock up to the poor medical care provided
by Che prison system. In all Director Kautzky hopes Chat In the long-run pr¬
isoners will lose the knowledge of civil law along with making It near Co
impossible for those jailhouse attorneys to continue to do thler research.
This will surly effect the way prisoners are created in the future
prlsoncrats go back Co before the I960'a when
s o m e o f t h e i r C i v i l R i g h t s !

The fact state politicians can openly call prison expansion "progress" is distu¬
rbing and can only worry to what degree those right-wing extremist will go to -reach
their ultimate agenda of complete domination over an anesthetized society. Other con¬
struction expected CO begin next year Is a200 bed addition Co Che women's
In Hlcchellvllle. Iowa at acost of JI.4 million, and a200 bed unit at the	 s t a t e
Penitentiary in Fort Madison at acost of $6.5 million. Even three different private
correction corporations have jumped Into the states prison construction
proposing to build and operate the next planned 750 bed
S t a t e

f a c i l i t y

t h ea s

p r i s o n e r s s t a r t e d g a i n i n gd e r b y, b y
p r i s o n a t a d i s c o u n t t o C h e

Dv'''"	 *>'●*	 Is needed per say the Inscltutlona are filled Co CheMX, like at Clarlnda correctional facility where prisoners scuffed four into anine
by six foot cell designed for only two prlsonefs, whereas at the receiving facility
for Iowa sprisoners Iowa Medical and Classification Center, prisoners are being madeCo sleep out In the day 		

Finally Iwould like to up dace you on the status of the proposed
sentences for those conv ic ted of deal ing

l i f e

m a n u f a c t u r i n g M e t h a m p h e t l m l n e .
We l l Governo r Tom V l l sack*s p roposa l t o the s ta te l eg i s la tu re fa i l ed to
the house, so in quick fashion Governor Vi lsack proposed another
guideline this time proposing abill that would enact ninety-nine year sent¬
ences for chose convicted for the first time dealing or manufacturing Meth,
Che second conviction would then guaranty alife sentence,
case here in Iowa if you are given along sentence usually

o r

p a s s
r o o m s .

s e n t e n c i n g

Fortunately, the idea to build aprivate prison was met by opposition when
Iowa Board of corrections and akey lawmaker distanced Itself from the Idea of allow¬
ing the first private prison In Iowa. And though they lost this round Its expected a
multimillion dollar contract will eventually be awarded, as greed will rule once pri¬
vate correction industry lobbyist greases acouple of bureaucrats and legislatorshands with dirty greenbacks. Although this has not stopped the increase In the

t h e

T h o u g h i n a n y
o v e r t w e n t y - fi v e

u s e o f

\



o o c r e a l l y l a p o r t e o c e h o u l d b e r e i a o v e d t o m a k e s p a c e { o r n e r c h a n d l s e p r i s o n e r s
v a n e t o p u r c h a s e , b u t t h e n t h e r e a r e h y g i e n e p r o d u c t s w h i c h a r e v e r y l i m i t e d
and l ike In my case Iam left Co use aworse or sl ightly worse product
u s e d p r e v i o u s l y C o I t b e i n g r e o r a v e d , a n d I t s n o t e v e n t a k e n I n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n
that	 Che product being removed is the only product an inmate can	 use' and	 n o w
that	 lea gont Chert Is nothing 1can ust	 as areplacement.-As an	 axampla	 o f
this	 I can not use strong deodorant aoap	 because it causes body	 rashes	 a l l
over	 my skin, so with the removal of the	 two light deodorant soaps 1have	 n o
o p t i o n t o s e l e c t l i g h t d e o d o r a n t s o a p o f f t h e c a n t e e n , w h e n 1 * k i t e d E a e t e r ' e
C h e c o m p a n y c h e c l a c o n C r e c C e d C o p r o v i d e c a n t e e n i t e m s C o t h i s I n s t i t u t i o n , ’
a n d a s k e d t h e m i f I c o u l d p u r c h a s e l i g h t d e o d o r a n t s o a p , t h e y r e s p o n d e d b y
s a y i n g * * T h t a a p r o d u c t s a r a n o l o n g e r a v a i l a b l e a n d t h a t 1 c o u l d n o t b u y t h a a a
I t e m s d u e C o i n a c i c u c i o n p o l i c y . " I w a s t h e n t o l d C o k i t e t h e o f fi c e r i n c h a >
r g s o f c o B B s i s s a r y e n d a s k h i m i f I c a n p u r c h a a a l i g h t d e o d o r a n t s o a p a n d o t h e r
i t e m s n o t o n C h e c a n t e e n s h e e t . I d i d t h i s a n d w a s d e n i e d C h e r a q u a a C w h i c h
happens Che majority of the Cine. This process cakea such along time that you
w a l e w e e k s f o r s n s n s w e r u s u a l l y a g a i n s t t h e r e q u e s t . T h e e n d r e s u l t i s y o u g o
w i t h o u t s n d l t * s J u s t a f r u s t r a t i n g l o s i n g b a t t l e .

10 e x p l o i t a t i v e p r i s o n l a b o r b y C h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e t h e s e c o m p a n i e s
know they'll maximize profits, simply because such cost as work compensation, health
care and other benefits are covered by the state, not to mention the free on ground
rent to Industry buildings and lower wages paid compared to workers on the street.

t h e n

C u r r e n t l y t h e r e a r e 1 7 5 p r i s o n e r s w o r k i n g f o r p r i v a t e b u s i n e s s h e r e i n I o w a a n d
Its expected It will grow to 400 prisoners In the next year, one such company request
t o g a i n a c c e s s t o c h e a p p r i s o n e r l a b o r i s B o o m s m a ' s I n c . A m a j o r e g g s u p p l i e r
to hire 50 inmates from the North Central Correctional Facility In Rockwell City, lA,
t o p r o c e s s a n d p a c k a g e e g g s f o r g r o c e r y s t o r e s . I n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h i s c o n t r a c t w i t h
the Iowa pena l sys tem Boomsma 's p res iden t John W. C lessner mus t have made adea l w i th
the Iowa Attorney Generals Office and Wright County prosecutors when they refused
s e e k f u r t h e r c r i m i n a l c h a r g e s w h e n t h e I o w a S u p r e m e C o u r t r e v e r s e d a c r i m i n a l c o n v i c ¬
tion of false-lmprlsonment when Glessner and Haron Lawler, asupervisor for Boomsma's
kidnapped Lucas Ortega, an employee who they suspected of theft by the hair from his
apartment took him to Glessner's warehouse bound him with duct tape and then slapped
him around forcing to admit he was Involved in abreak-ln at aWright county egg pla¬
n t , a n d t h a t t h e y p l a n n e d t o t u r n h i m o v e r t o a u t h o r i t i e s . I n a l l p r o s e c u t o r s
a s k e d f o r t h e c h a r g e s t o b e d i s m i s s e d b a s e d o n t w o k e y w i t n e s s e s c o u l d n o t h e l o c a t e d
and the Iowa Attorney General's Office had declined arequest to prosecute In aretr¬
ial. In addition the Wright County Board of Supervisors had declined to pay the $15-
20,000 needed to hire an Independent prosecutor, which would have been necessary bec¬
a u s e t h e c o u n t y a t t o r n e y ' s o f fi c e h a d b e e n d i s q u a l i fi e d f r o m
As is the Deputy Director of Corrections heading the Iowa prison Industries
b o a r d b o a s t e d I o w a w i l l b e c o m e o n e o f t h e n a t i o n ' s l e a d e r s I n
prisoners, to keep In line with this prediction department of punishment already emp¬
loyees prisoners for such Jobs Including making package sandwiches
scores, welding, manufacturing goods; mostly light-assembly work, woodworking, sewing
graphic design end telemarketing. The wages these companies claim
varies significantly from the Iowa minimum wage of $5.25 an hour Co $12 an hour,

a n d f e d e r a l t a x e s , c h i l d

w a n t s

t o

h a v e

F i n a l l y 1 w o u l d l i k e C o s p e a k f u r t h e r o n t h e " W a r o n H a t h , "
b . l n g c a l l e d b y p o l i t i c i a n s a n d c h s . m e d i a . A s I m e n t i o n I n t h e D e c e m b e r I o w a
D u a g e o n R e p o r t a b o u t G o v e r n o r V l l s a c k ' a p r o p o s a l t o s t a t e l e g i s l a t o r s t o p a s s
l e g i s l a t i o n m a n d a t i n g l i f e s e n t e n c e s f o r t h o s e p e r s o n s w h o d e a l o r m a n u f a c t u r e
N e c h a m p h e t l m l n e . W e l l s u c h l e g i s l a t i o n h a s b e e n p u t o n t h e h o u s e d o c k e t w h i l e
the media Is having afrenzy over the matter. This Issue has gone to
degree the Dea Moines Register, the state's major propaganda newspaper has
analyzed this meth problem In aseries of front page eaaey'a
hour televised community debate discussing the different, problems It
caused Che state of Iowa. From the numerous meth labs being found within the
states boarders, to how school age children are effected and Che highly deb¬
a t e d I s s u e o f p u n i s h m e n t v e r s e s t r e a t m e n t a l t e r n a t i v e s . O v e r a l l I i . e ■s i t ¬
uat ion where Iowan's sr. be ing encouraged to fight against Chi .
problem, which Is bent on finding asolution through apath of controlling
an epidemic by blunt force. This is definitely asymptom of capitalism which
Is all for domination over It's citizens, and see this "War on Meth," promo¬
ted heavily by the state media as an underhanded approach toward making It
more acceptable for Iowan's to be manipulated Into allowing government agen¬
cies to have just that much more power snd mastership over thelr llfea.
personally Iam not adrug user snd discourage others from putting such pol-
Bon In their body, but Ibelieve the use and the dealing of drugs should be
the Individuals choice, while the causes of wide spread drug problem Is a
result of capitalism to criminalize the youth end control other parts of so¬
ciety l ike black neighborhood! and chit Che reason Ibel ieve beeldes achan¬
ge in our po l i t ica l ayatem but that these people In such as i tuat ion should
be offered unique humane alCemeclves which would lead them ewey from such a
path. Though more Chen anything If you cake away the stigma and lllegablllcy
of chase I l lega l substances the b i t t l t o f th is so-ca l led nu isance
m o r e m a n a g e a b l e . E i t h e r w e y t h i s I n t e n s e d e b a t e c o n t i n u e s .

I t s n o w

p r o s e c u t i n g C h e c a s e ,
a d v i s o r y

p r i v a t e e m p l o y m e n t o f
s u c h a

a n d o n a n o n e
f o r c o n v e n i e n c e

h a s

t o p a y p r i s o n e r s
b u t

a f t e r d e d u c t i o n s a r e m a d e f r o m p r i s o n e r s w a g e s f o r s t a t e
support, restitution, prison room and board, and prison work programs,
o n l y r e c e i v e a r o u n d 2 5 t o 5 0 c e n t s a n h o u r . T h i s l a a b o u t t h e

a o - c a l l e d t h e y a c t u a l l y
s a m e a m o u n t p a i d C o

prisoners working for aCaCe Industries producing products like license places and of¬
fi c e f u r n i t u r e f o r s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s . o r p r i s o n e r s w o r k i n g f o r t h e u p k e e p o f
the Insti tut ion where they reside l ike food preparation to Janitorial work,
mattera worse the little pay received by prisoners Is stil l not enough to afford
basic necessities of life Including hygiene, writing and postage supplies needed most
by chose Inside one reason such Items are so hard to purchase la that each facility
has strict limits on where you can buy Items from and the one store that has the mar¬
ket totally covered Is the InstituClonal canteen which over-prices commodities at
p e r c e n t o r m o r e t h e n y o u ' d p u r c h a s e t h e I t e m o n t h e s t r e e t . A s i t I s t h e s e
are usually operated and owned by aprivate contractor who In return
t h e m t o s e l l t o t h e p r i s o n p o p u l a t i o n .

T o m a k e

t h e
N o w

2 0
c a n t e e n s "

f o r a l l o w i n g

V fh l l e s l ave "emp loymen t has increased In all areas, access to educational prog¬
rams has declined, especially after the federal Pell grant program was modified
1994 specifical ly el iminating federal funds for prisoners wanting acol lege education
during their incarceration. With the money dried up, local community colleges
h a d a c o n t r a c t t o p r o v i d e c o l l e g e l e v e l c o u r s e s t o
further classes and now the only subjects taught to this day are GED and high
level curriculum which Is limited to old text books and afew on loan teaching assis¬
t a n t s t o e a c h f a c i l i t y .

i nc o u l d b e

w h i c h

p r i s o n e r s s t a t e w i d e s t o p p e d a n y
I s c h o o l

I n e n d i n g 1 fi n d I t d i s c o u r a g i n g t h a t I f a l l t o r e c e i v e a n y r e s p o n s e s *
to cheat Iowa Dungeon Reports. Thet since IaCarCed doing this monthly news¬
letter In July 1998, the response has been close to non-existent, along with
none of the materiel In the reports ere being printed In
which Isend copies Coo. The purpose of the Iowa Dungeon Report la to report
the InJuaClcei of the lows Penal System, but If these reports are falling to
make an impact why do 1continue to research end write the Iowa Dungeon Rep¬
ort, every month? It'e up to you to help circulate end print
these reports, a l l Ican do is report I t f rom inside the wel ls of these Dun¬
geons. So Please help In developing this project Into something more then a
w r i t i n g e x e r c i s e I n f u t i l i t y .

t h e p u b l i c a t i o n s
To a d d t o t h e m a d n e s s a l l I o w a p r l a o n s a r e c o n n e c t e d t o a

t h a t s t r e t c h e s I n t o a l l I o w a p u b l i c s c h o o l s ,
real time, two way, digital video conference network Is the most comprehensive In Che
nation designed to allow educational opportunities, bur Instead is used In the prison
e y a t e n f o r p a r o l e h e a r i n g s a n d o c h e r b u r e a u c r a t i c b u s i n e s s a s h a m t o
I n a d d i t i o n t r e a t m e n t o r " R e h a b

fi b e r o p t i c n e t w o r k
c o l l e g e s a n d m a j o r u n i v e r s i t i e s . T h i s

s e c t i o n s o f

s a y t h e l e a s t .

,	 p r o g r a m s a r e v e r y l i m i t e d w i t h p r i s o n e r s a c c e s s t o
such Is not baaed on need but evallahll Ity. Along with this prisoners who are recomm¬
ended for such programming like TOW which Is an extensive six month drug rehab program
aa atlpulatlon to gain release from prison in most cases have to wait sometimes for
years Increasing Che time aprisoner has to be Incarcerated. Another great concern Is

t t ’ " ' I s c o u n s e ¬
ling snd If they are not Isolated then their usually mixed with the prison populationand put on strong psychedelic medications.	 p u t a c i o n
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pporC but the state was only Interested In taking their six percent of
his Boney. In closing the Director of the Departaenc of Corrections has
asked the new governor Ton Vllsack for alOI increase in funding. I
don tbelieve public and state officials reellie the money generated by
the 7,000 plus Inmates and loved one's each month. If anything the dir¬
ector of the Department of Corrections should decrease funding
the newly generated funds by Inmates and their loved one's. ^
system Is frsudulant from the top to the bottom. 1hope the public
sea how their tax dollars are being used, the state Is charging Che
inmates for everything, why are the taxes going up not down?

1nrl,nn‘'*’	 and the lack of programs the number of hostilities between
e^y Z''IncWen^''	 assaulted has gone up to the degree that ev-.nL f	 L	 * reported through the newspapers or the prison grapevineome othese Inc dents can be caused by some of the most̂ rlvlal maters toZZah
gang Ights over errltory which Is becoming more common In this state. In return Z
Znnr	 P'̂ -’Ishment Is abusing the use of Isolation units throughout the stateconfining more prisoners to these units for periods lasting years. Not to mention the
^a« fourth “rr?	 “ ” « * w h e r e a s p r l s o n c r a t shave split the yard times where only certain prisoners can go out at certal
the day along with the lose of basic television cable and

d u e t o

T h e p r i s o n
c a n

n t i m e s o f

..ud u.c .		 m o r e d i s c i p l i n a r y r u l e s o f
which they seem to be creating on amonthly bases, even though the administration and
c o r r e c t i o n a l s t a f f a n d g u a r d s h a v e a

Alao you'll notice Rex ahowed Just how corrupt the Iowa priaoncrats
ara and that the mighty dollar la more Important then the people caught In
this wab of ealf-lnteraet caplcallam and that the need to change that
system la aomachlng which needs Co be focuaed on with full force. The next
prisoner told me about disciplinary reports he received which were written
only on "confidential Information" and because of thle ha lost alevel and
hie job SB achapel clerk. Thle prisoner who wishes to go by the Initials
R.F. told what happened starting December 1998. He went

personal mentality to break or design theirrules or policies at an Immediate pace which benefits themi
o w n

And if this was not enough Governor Branstad and the,„	 ,	 .	 - 		 n e w c o r r e c t i o n s d i r e c t o r W .
L.Kevtrky Just recently got their wish list when leglslstors approved repressive
s u r e s a g a i n s t p r i s o n e r s c o n v i c t e d o f v i o l e n t s e x u a l
c o w h a v e t h e

m e a -

c r i m e s w h e r e a s p a r o l e o f fi c i a l s
authority to force prisoners to undergo chemical castration and Indefln-

Ite time In custody at ."special facility” at one of the prisons once theytheir or iginal sentence. Last ly the state is
n e t s c o n v i c t e d o f a v i o l e n t
b e f o r e t h e y a r e

on to say,	 a m
sitting in the day room on East 4watching TV, and c/o Hanson came
unit and asked me for my institutional number and told me Iwas going to
lock up. Iasked him why Iwas going to lock up which the guard read
report after taking.me to Ad*Seg in handcuffa. In reading the report this
c/o said was written out by Merry hlldabrant the assistant trcaCmcnt dire¬
ctor which she charged me with "Threats and Intimidation" because of a
prlsonera confidential information. And even though Ihad not ‘apokcn to
Hlldabrant in over 8-10 montha she wrote the disciplinary report baaed
non-existent evidence. Finally Iwent to the AU(AdainlsCcatlve Law Judge)
January 12, thirteen days after being placed In administrative Segregation
holding." The ALJ looked at the report and said there was no evidence

support Mary Hlldabrant's report which she dismissed. Afew days Istter 1
was released from Ad-Seg, and then called down to the shift captains offi¬
ce Co talk to captain Ed Pruitt. He asked me what my nick name was, 1said
'Call everything but my last name and you'll get it.
aconfidential Informant said my nick name Is "POPS." So he sends mn back
to Che unit. At noon hour the same day at lunch time Just as 1had taken
two bites out of my tray when c/o Morgan came to Che unit with apair of
handcuffs which he placed on me behind my back and then escorted me back
to the shift captains office and again Captain Pruitt said he*s going Co "Take
me back to lock up for lying to him." He went on to say, "iHed to him bv
.eying my name wee not 'POPS'." Itold him Idid not lie end then expUlned to
him that my name has been celled "POPS" In the peat end .few other nemea in
the past, but not of my choice. So captain Pruitt reepondad by saying "So your
name Is pope? Iresponded saying "I guess." Then captain Pruitt then advised
me he wee writing amajor dlaclpllnary report, because they found contraband
tW"	 ^	 " 1 " t h l a m o r e c o n fi d e n t i a l I n f o r m a ¬tion? Which ha aald. Yea. Eventually the handcuffs were removed end Iwas
sent back to the unit and given another major dlaclpllnary report latternight. This time the	 ' ’

C h eo ncomp le te
now using an 85 percent law where prlso-

crime now have to do elghty-flve percent of the
eligible for aparole from the prison system,

much be said the Iowa penal system is playing catch
c r i m i n a l ( I n ) J u s c l c e s y s t e m i n t h i s
a r i a n c l a s s .

C h es e n t e n c e
I n a l l . I t

u p w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e A m e r i c a ' s
e r a o f k e e p i n g t i g h t e r c o n t r o l o f t h e P r o l e t -

c a n p r e t t y

n e w

o n
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T H E I O WA D U N G E O N R E P O R T

D E C E M B E R 1 9 9 8

As I reported In the last Iowa Dungeon Report about the el iminat ion
of tobacco products within Iowa's prisons, which has come to pass in
part at one of It's facilities. This concentration camp, "Iowa Medical
Classification Center" is the state's receiving facility for prisoners
entering the Iowa penal system. Acomponent of this Joint la to evaluate
these new prisoners through abattery of educational, psychological and
medical test before they are transferred to one of Iowa's prisons. This
Is the perfect environment for prlsoncrats to test the reaction of pris¬
oners who will be forced to stop chewing and smoking tobacco products
Cold Turkey," while sadistically not providing stop smoking cession

programs like counseling, chewing gum (which Is not permitted
and the nicotine patch. Shortly thereafter other joints throughout
s t a t e w i l l m o r e t h e n l i k e l y b e r e q u i r e d t o f o l l o w s u i t , o n e
other, this after smoking was banned Inside Iowa's prisons a
ago. limited to puffing your "rollles" out on the prison yard,
the consequences of eliminating tobacco Is only going to force prisoner
to start ablack market and find other things to smoke like coffee grou¬
nds and banana peels for Instances.

t h a t
,	 .	 report said Iwas being charged with mlsuie of mall and

telephone, that the contraband found was nine sheets of paper with something
taln*or	 ●vldence was never shown to me by the shift e.p-aln or the ALJ. Afew day. Utter Iwent to the AU to have the report heard.
Z.Z"nn“?n?“	 ● "■1 t h e n g a v e m e t h r e edays of DD (Dlaclpllnary Detention) the eever.sc punishment e-prlsoner can
recalya In the Iowa system. .The contraband that was found Iwas not aware of

Z	 c o n n e c t m e w i t h t h e s e n i n esheete of paper besldea the confidential Information, but >.
guilty of aold raport. Also «y nans vss callsd "POPS" btfora
t h i s . S o h o w

y e t I w a s
.	 „	 --	 1 9 9 7 n o t a f t e r

“ « g u i l t y o f a s a j o r d i s c i p l i n a r y r e p o r t w h e n a l l
the old guys at this concaiitraclon camp ara alao callad "FOPS,
found in the chapel had anick nane of "POPS

f o u n d

a t I M C C )
t h e I I

T h e c o n t r a b a n da f t e r t h e

f e w y e a r s
O v e r a l l

why Igot fired from the clerk job. In addition Iball.v.'l“’.r* ZtZ'th”
say the least. Pln.lly Steve Ballard told of hi. "Beef" with how the canteen
items ere .elected and the unfalrn.se Involved In the certain It... baaed
on how much 1, bought, where., needed items that are less purchased get ellml-net.d no -alter If they ere Import.nt to .few prUonete. Lev. went on to „y
how thle has effected him. There ha. been certain Items that Iuse to purcha¬
se on ategular bases as Inaeded them, from the canteen list, but ere no Ion-
get avallabla because they have been renoved due to the lack of
u n d e r s t a n d t h e l a c k o f

t o
3

● a l e e ,

sales on some items to the degree that som^chfngs
I c a n

a r e



5o f t h i s h i g h - t e c h
a t l e a s t t w e n t y

t h i sare currently being locateJ In every nook and cranny
dungeon, that f rom personal observat ion Ihave not iced
cameras In thei r re-enforced protect ive enclosures being at tached to br ick
walls and metal ceilings, putting In Jeopardy what little decency of priv¬
acy we prisoners had. This la all in part of the new design of -prison
where every aspect of the facility can be electronically controlled from
c o n t r o l c e n t e r " B u b b l e s " l o c a t e d o n e a c h w i n g o f t h e p r l a o n , w i t h o n e m a i n
c o n t r o l c e n t e r b u b b l e c e n t e r e d I n t h e m i d d l e o f t h i s p r i s o n c o m p l e x , w h i c h
cont ro ls every par t o f th is warehouse f rom a l l the e lect ron ica l ly operated
doors , l i gh ts . I nmates phones , ven t i l a t i on to access to a l l wa te r ou t le t s
Inc lud ing showers, s inks and to i le ts . Th is type o f set -up not on ly cont ro l
Che operations snd movement of prisoners, but also reduces the number of
guards needed to effectively manage such ahigh-tech dungeon of oppreaslon
thus frees more money to spend coward more prison beds.

p r i s o n e r s7 , 6 0 0Next with the Iowa system warehousing over
number of souls could be the amount serving life sentences within adec-

If the new Governor-elect Tom Vllsack gets approval of his outrageo-
scherae through the state legislature enacting life sentences for any¬

one caught dealing or manufacturing methamphetlmlne. Vllsack aDemocrat
promised during his campaign for governor that If elected he would dire¬
ct his resources toward changing the way criminals are sentenced by usi¬
ng more community based correctional programs Instead of the usual
path of Incarceration. Vllsack claiming because of the dramatic Increase
In the number of methamphetlmlne production labs being found In the mid¬
west and especially In Iowa, he feels he must get toughon the manufact¬
ures o f t h i s I l l ega l subs tance , to say as he sa id I t ,
ch i l d ren . " Th i s has b rough t ou t c r i t i c i sm f rom
local pro-prisoners rights' groups that Incarceration of these offenders
for life will be acostly venture possibly taking away money for educat¬
ion, while ballooning an already overcapacity prison population on the
v e r g e o f e x p l o d i n g .

a d e
u s

T o p r o t e c t

l e g i s l a t o r s

o u r

a n ds t a t e

N o w I t s t i m e t o d e v o t e t h e s p a c e t o t h r e e m o r e p r i s o n e r s t o e x p r e s s
what they see and the conditions that they face. In the November 199B Dun-
goen Report Ireported on the new six percent surcharge enacted on
prisoners. Well since this surcharge went into effect on December 3,
many problems have arisen on Che confiscation of this money from prisone¬
rs accounts. To show the Impact I t has had Iam repr int ing alet ter Rex E.
E l l i s w r o t e t o a s t a t e - w i d e n e w s p a p e r w h i c h l a a p o w e r f u l t e s t i m o n y t o h o w
i t has made an Impac t on h im and p r i sone rs t h roughou t t he s ta te . The
l e t t e r g o e s o n t o s a y :

I 'm %r r l t l ng t o you r o f fice I n hope o f hav i ng t h i s l e t t e r o r pa r t s
o f I t pub l lahed. Idon ' t th ink the pub l ic knows what I t coat Inmates to
b e i n c a r c e r a t e d o n t h e I n m a t e s b e h a l f . I ' m s u r e t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y o f
the publ ic th inks we have no burdens, worr ies or concerns, there
s o m e t h a t t h i n k b e i n g I n c a r c e r a t e d l a e a s y . 1 k n o w p r i s o n l a n o t s u p p o ¬
s e d C o b e f u n o r m a y b e n o t e v e n c o m f o r t a b l e . I n m a t e s I n I o w a a r e n o t
o n l y p a y i n g t h e p r i c e w i t h t h e i r f r e e d o m , t h e s t a t e h a s g e n e r a t e d a
wealthy revenue from their six thousand plus inmates. I'm aprisoner at.
C h e C l a r l n d a C o r r e c t i o n a l f a c i l i t y . 1 w o r k l i k e a l l I n m a t e s a r e r e q u l r -

d o l l a r a a

t h i s ; c h i l d

support comes out of the Inmates pay 501 off the top, this 50Z of pay
i s s u r c h a r g e d 5 Z f o r t h e s t a t e . O u t o f C h e r e s t o f t h e I n m a t e s p a y m o s t
h a v e 2 0 Z t a k e n f o r r e s t i t u t i o n a n d t h e n l O Z f o r g a t e f e e , u p u n t i l t h e
g a t e f e e s a v i n g s h a s r e a c h e d $ 1 0 0 . 0 0 . A s o f n o v e m b e r 3 , 1 9 9 B a l l I n m a t ¬
e s a r e r e q u i r e d t o p a y 6 Z s u r c h a r g e o n a l l o u t g o i n g m o n e y s a n d p u r c h a -
s a s . I f a n i n m a t e s e n d s m o n e y h o m e t o h e l p o u t a l o v e d o n e o r C o t h e i r
c h i l d r e n f o r t h e i r b i r t h d a y o r C h r i s t m a s w e w i l l g e t c h a r g e d 6 Z .
c a n t e e n I s a m o n o p o l y . I f w e p u r c h a s e a n y f o o d I t e m s , s o a p , t o o t h p a s t e
a n d s h a m p o o w e p a y 1 2 Z . T h e s t a t e n o l o n g e r g i v e s I n d i g e n t I n m a t e s s o a p
I f t h e I n m a t e h a s a J o b . I f w e n e e d m e d i c a l a t t e n t i o n w e p a y 3 d o l l a r s
e a c h t i m e w e n e e d t o s e e a d o c t o r o r a n y m e d i c a l s t a f f . I f w e c a l l a
l o v e d o n e C h e p h o n e c a l l c o s t a r o u n d a l x d o l l a r s a c a l l f o r o n l y t w e l v e

m i n u t e s , t h e s t a t e g e t s t h e k i c k - b a c k p e r c e n t a g e f o r e a c h c a l l m a d e .
Inmates get to purchase pop tokens once aweek from the pop machine pop
h e r e c o s t o n e d o l l a r p l u s 6 Z s u r c h a r g e , t h e s t a t e g e t s t o k e e p t h e 5 c
o n t h e b o t t l e s . T h e s t a t e t e n t s T . V . ' s t o t h e I n m a t e s t h a t c a n ' t a f f o r d
t o p u r c h a s e o n e f o r t w e l v e d o l l a r s a m o n t h p l u s 6 Z s u r c h a r g e . I f a n I n ¬
mate can afford aT.V., the T.V. cost Is $229.99 plus 6Z tax -	 $ 2 4 3 . 7 8
p l u s 6 Z s u r c h a r g e o n t h e t o t a l c o s t o f $ 2 3 8 . 4 2 . M o s t c a n t e e n I t e m s a r e
n a r k e d u p c o n s i d e r a b l e h i g h e r t h e n w h a t t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c p a y s , f o r
example the 13" co lo r T.V. ' s . The canteen Is no t on ly amonopo ly the
s t a t e a l s o g e n e r a t e s 6 Z s u r c h a r g e o n f o o d I t e m s , 1 2 Z o n n o n - f o o d I t e m s
plus state receives a2Z kick-back f rom Easter 's Food Store on al l tot¬
a l p u r c h a s e s . I f I n m a t e s w o u l d l i k e t o p u r c h a s e w i n t e r c l o t h i n g I t e m s ,
( l o n g J o h n s , s o c k s a n d u n d e r w a r e ) . T h i s c o r r e c t i o n a l f a c i l i t y f o r c e s u s
t o o n l y p u r c h a s e f r o m J . C . P e n n e y s w i t h a t o t a l l i m i t o f o n l y $ 5 0 d o l l ¬
a r s p e r o r d e r p l u s 6 Z t a x a n d 6 Z s u r c h a r g e . T h e p u b l i c o n l y p a y s 5 Z t a x
I f o u r l o v e d o n e ' s s e n d s m o n e y t o u s t h e s t a t e t a k e s o u t 2 0 Z o f a l l m o ¬
n e y c o m i n g I n I f t h e I n m a t e h a s r e s t i t u t i o n t o p a y . T h e s t a t e l a p u t t i ¬
n g t h e b u r d e n o n o u r l o v e d o n e ' s t o p a y o u r r e s t i t u t i o n . A n I n m a t e r e c ¬
e i v e d $ 9 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 p l u s f o r a w r o n g f u l d e a t h s u i t a n d a t t e m p t e d t o s e n d
o u t m o s t o f t h e m o n e y t o h i s f a m i l y w h o I s I n n e e d o f h i s fi n a n c i a l s u -

l o w a ' a
1 9 9 8

F a c i l i t y
v i d e o

" r a t e d

C o r r e c t i o n a l
i n - h o u s e

t h e C l a r l n d a

t h e m s e l v e s t o t a k e o u t
O n t h e l o c a l f r o n t h e r e a t

pr ' lsoncrata have taken It upon
cassette movies out during the weekdays, while not permitting R
motion pictures to be shown due to the fact we have afew underage (-17)
prisoners, and though they have no problem convicting them as
prlsoncrats here seem worried about what these teenagers watch on
televisions. Also during the Christmas holiday the number of cell
hes being conducted went up dramatically not to mention the numerous
prisoners who have been placed In lock up, some for ridiculous
such as talking to loud In the dayroom or going Into other
cells. In all Its been more then anything acontinued string of harassm¬
ent by administrators and guards. Also Imight mention that since the
extremely cold weather has arrived we have been limited to the time we

can remain outside to only 15-30 minutes every hour, basically
o u r o r i g i n a l t i m e

w e m i g h t c a t c h

a d u l t s
t h e i r

s e a r c -

r e a s o n s

p r i s o n e r sa r e

p r i s o n e r s
cutting the time we can be outside to leas then half
we are usually allowed. The administration crying thated to, the average pay is around 27jc «n hour or about

m o n t h . A g o o d v a s t o f t h e i n m a t e s p a y c h i l d s u p p o r t ●
pneumonia or something of that nature, though if this camp would provide
us w i th warm proper c lo th ing fo r th is type o f weather then there wou ld
b e n o e x c u s e . A s I t s t a n d s t h e o n l y t h i n g t h e y o f f e r I n o u t s i d e c o l d
tempera tu re appare l I s a th in co t ton coa t and as tock ing cap . Th is s tan¬
d a r d i s s u e o f w e a t h e r c l o t h i n g i s c o m m o n p r a c t i c e t h r o u g h o u t t h e I o w a
s y s t e m .

T h e

T h i s t i m e I n s t e a d o f d e v o t i n g s p a c e t o t h r e e p r i s o n e r s t o e x p r e s s
thei r exper iences in the Iowa penal system, Iam giv ing the voice to one
pr isoner who to ld of h is raw and dramat ic t roubles the last t ime he was
doing t ime. This pr isoner Rlckl Laughman told of h is exper iences of rape
h a r a s s m e n t a n d I s o l a t i o n a t t h r e e d i f f e r e n t I o w a p r i s o n s . H e s t a r t e d b y
t e l l i n g o f h i s p r o b l e m s a t t h e M o u n t P l e a s a n t C o r r e c t i o n a l F a c i l i t y, I n
Mount Pleasant. Iowa. Rlckl went on to say, "Back In June of 1993 after
two months of being at Mount Pleasant three of my roontmaces was harass¬
ing me putting shaving cream in my shoes and other childish games, horse
playing with me against my will, and so forth. I"kited" the counselor,
warden and the secur i ty d i rector for aroom change, i t was denied. About
a m o n t h l a t t e r 1 e n d e d u p g e t t i n g r a p p e d b y t h o s e t h r e e
w h i c h t h e y r i p p e d m y c l o t h s o f f u s i n g a r a z o r t h e y t h r e a t e n t o k i l l m e
i f I to ld anyone and then sodora i t l ca l l y rapped me fo r acoup le o f minut¬
es. The next day Icalled my mother and told her what happened. She th¬
e n c a l l e d t h e s t a t e o m b u d s m a n s o f fi c e . T h e n e x t d a y t h e w a r d e n t o l d m e 1
cou ld have a t rans fe r t o any i ns t i t u t i on , t hough be fo re t ha t t hey p l aced
roe in lock up for three weeks at Mount Pleasant. When the three weeks
w e r e u p t h e y t r a n s f e r r e d m e t o t h e o l d C l a r l n d a p r i s o n p l a c i n g m e I n
s p e c i a l n e e d s . W h i l e t h e r e a n o t h e r p r i s o n e r i n t h i s s p e c i a l n e e d s u n i t
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the J1983 federa l lawsu i t the secur i ty d i rec tor Steve Jenk ins p laced me

r o o m m a t e s

I h a d fi l e d



I n i s o l a t i o n f o r ht w o w e e k s
m a n s o f fi c e w h o c o n v i n c e d
isolation. Also Iwent up for reconsideration for
t w o m o n t h s l a t t e r

until my mother again called Che ombuds-
t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n Tilt lUWA DUNCtON RttURT

r e l e a s e 7f r o m

s e n t e n c e a b o u t

requesting aninety day shock, which they denied and
believe this also was In retaliation to my lawsuit. Four months latter
Che security director went astep further stating Iwas 'A threat and
security risk to the tranquility of this (Clarlnda) correctional faclll-

because Iwas helping ocher prisoners file lawsuits. It was then I
was placed Into lock up until Iwas moved to another
uclon the Iowa State Reformatory In AnomosSi
rred Iwas placed Immediately Into continued lock up for which 1
150 days. While In lock up aguard who worked the unit and knew I
filing lawsuits persistently harassed me by writing me up for the llctl-
esc shit, no matter how trivia. These reports created an additional eig¬
hty days in which Ihad Co do In Isolation. After this Iwas then placed
Into special needs at "Annl." Overall Iwas shocked at what happen to
In Che Iowa prison system, because 1dld'nt believe things like thia ha¬
ppened CO you In prison, that they took care of you. As aresult of th¬
ese experiences Ihave nightmares on acommon bases.	 Also	 I
the same respect for the Iowa system as Idid before	 coming	 to	 prison.
My family even noticed when Iwas released after all	 this	 bad experlenc-

.chat Ihave an attitude and dld'nt let things go	 like	 I	 use	 t o . F i n ¬
ally Ifeel chat because of what happen last time and all the anger
Ihave, this lead to my Incarceration this time on assault charges.

t o m e

m y JAHUARY 1999

ml in	 '*'1* Juncture of unabated concentration camp expansion withmillion under lack 4key throughout Am.rlkkka, Iowa Is In the fo f̂ronr
of confining It epoor and minority "cltliens" In their dungeons of oppres¬sion and control, with aprison population of 7,600. double what It
decade ago. and with the continually modified prediction by
ace of how many people will be warehoused In low, by 2008,nal officials are now saying, "We will need Co build six
thi	 'a ‘‘r’’	P ° P u l « t l o n s .the Iowa Board of Corrections fiscal bu
l l l o n t o c o n s t r u c t
w e r e t o b o r r o w t h e
o n s

t w o

m o r e s e c u r e i n s c i t -
l o w a . O n c e I w a s t r a n s f e -

s p e n t
w a s

w a s

s t a t e p r i s o n e r -
s t a t e c o r r e c t l o -

a

t o t e n m o r e 7 5 0 -
A l o n g w i t h t h i s

reau reported i t would cost |175 ml-
these prisons, more then »285 million If atate officials
money to finance Che fac i l i t ies . Thoueh these "nr.a i - f )

is	 =	 ”
sLcrJacLI^e	 h»lf-cruth out of this prlsoncrats mouthcurrent	 « lu ' higher. This can be supported by the
anew 750 Ld *7*"*^°"	conacructed at the Fort Dodge State Prison,anew 750-bed medium security facility Just recently opened. Alone with
tropen™“75o"Ker‘t“’7‘"*/°	 ^ o t h e a l s o r e c e n -cy opened 750-bed state prison In Newton. Iowa. So In reality as hlstorv
become"f	 ""	 p r i s o n s w o u l d b e m o r e t h e n l i k e l ybecome 1150 bed warehouses which could hold any where from 6.900 Co U500

m e

boom.

d o n ' t h a v e
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T o s a y t h e l e a s t a n e w year is fast approaching and the
of negativity within Iowa's Dungeons are predicted to Increase,
probably dramatically now that we have anew governor after sixteen
years of putting up with Governor Terry Branstad's reactionary act¬
ions against the pr isoners here in Backwards Iowa.
Tom Vilsack. even chough apact of Che Democrat party he
a c a p i t a l i s t a n d t h u s o b l i g a t e d t o f o l l o w t h e w i s h e s o f
c l a s s a n d s o I c a n

e v e n t s

i t
T h e n e w g o v e r n o r

I s s t i l l
o f

s t a -
t h e r u l i n g

see things only getting worse, this is supported
by the simple fact Chat more then likely achange in whom Is placed
In administration positions at Che department of punishment,
these pan-ouc Iwill keep the readers of this report of what
h a p p e n s f u l l y I n f o r m e d .

A s
W h i l e a t C h e s a m e t i m e o f t h e s e

Tom Vllaack k..o.	 w 	 p r e d i c t i o n s , t h e n e w G o v e r n o r ,

■son a. B.td. HI, gcou, ,,	 hurry [o Increaia ch. nunber of p.rol-

As usual Al l groups and publ icat ions are welcomed
thing from this and past Iowa Dungeon Reports.
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Speaking on prlvac. Induatrles,
- r e s i d e w i l l b e g i n c o n s t r u c t i o n

t h e C l a r l n d a C o r r e c t i o n a l
I n d u s t r i a l B u i l d i n g

o f a d d i n g f a c i l i t i e s f o r t h e
w h i c h t h i s J o i n t

F a c i l i t y
t h i s

p r i v -
h a s n o t

w h e r e I

spring as part of this prisons expansion
ate sector to exploit prisoners labor.

o f a n

a k i t c h e n

had since It opened back In April 1996 and an expanded visitingla Just to small for the current population of nearly 1nnn nr<This is In line with Iowa's DepartmeL of Punishment sLl Tthe number of Its captives slaving to the state ao the prlsonctts""ave*more money to spend toward It's warehouses, while these ptsonctr,
will and do pocket profits, while owners will 1
»Ide''Lr*"*trb	 - e d i fi c a t i o n s b e i n gmade here at the Clarlnda Correctional Facility la close-circuit cameras
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ncrease their own greed due
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5o f t h i s h i g h - t e c h
a t l e a s t t w e n t y

t h i sare currently being locateJ In every nook and cranny
dungeon, that f rom personal observat ion Ihave not iced
cameras In thei r re-enforced protect ive enclosures being at tached to br ick
walls and metal ceilings, putting In Jeopardy what little decency of priv¬
acy we prisoners had. This la all in part of the new design of -prison
where every aspect of the facility can be electronically controlled from
c o n t r o l c e n t e r " B u b b l e s " l o c a t e d o n e a c h w i n g o f t h e p r l a o n , w i t h o n e m a i n
c o n t r o l c e n t e r b u b b l e c e n t e r e d I n t h e m i d d l e o f t h i s p r i s o n c o m p l e x , w h i c h
cont ro ls every par t o f th is warehouse f rom a l l the e lect ron ica l ly operated
doors , l i gh ts . I nmates phones , ven t i l a t i on to access to a l l wa te r ou t le t s
Inc lud ing showers, s inks and to i le ts . Th is type o f set -up not on ly cont ro l
Che operations snd movement of prisoners, but also reduces the number of
guards needed to effectively manage such ahigh-tech dungeon of oppreaslon
thus frees more money to spend coward more prison beds.

p r i s o n e r s7 , 6 0 0Next with the Iowa system warehousing over
number of souls could be the amount serving life sentences within adec-

If the new Governor-elect Tom Vllsack gets approval of his outrageo-
scherae through the state legislature enacting life sentences for any¬

one caught dealing or manufacturing methamphetlmlne. Vllsack aDemocrat
promised during his campaign for governor that If elected he would dire¬
ct his resources toward changing the way criminals are sentenced by usi¬
ng more community based correctional programs Instead of the usual
path of Incarceration. Vllsack claiming because of the dramatic Increase
In the number of methamphetlmlne production labs being found In the mid¬
west and especially In Iowa, he feels he must get toughon the manufact¬
ures o f t h i s I l l ega l subs tance , to say as he sa id I t ,
ch i l d ren . " Th i s has b rough t ou t c r i t i c i sm f rom
local pro-prisoners rights' groups that Incarceration of these offenders
for life will be acostly venture possibly taking away money for educat¬
ion, while ballooning an already overcapacity prison population on the
v e r g e o f e x p l o d i n g .

a d e
u s

T o p r o t e c t

l e g i s l a t o r s

o u r

a n ds t a t e

N o w I t s t i m e t o d e v o t e t h e s p a c e t o t h r e e m o r e p r i s o n e r s t o e x p r e s s
what they see and the conditions that they face. In the November 199B Dun-
goen Report Ireported on the new six percent surcharge enacted on
prisoners. Well since this surcharge went into effect on December 3,
many problems have arisen on Che confiscation of this money from prisone¬
rs accounts. To show the Impact I t has had Iam repr int ing alet ter Rex E.
E l l i s w r o t e t o a s t a t e - w i d e n e w s p a p e r w h i c h l a a p o w e r f u l t e s t i m o n y t o h o w
i t has made an Impac t on h im and p r i sone rs t h roughou t t he s ta te . The
l e t t e r g o e s o n t o s a y :

I 'm %r r l t l ng t o you r o f fice I n hope o f hav i ng t h i s l e t t e r o r pa r t s
o f I t pub l lahed. Idon ' t th ink the pub l ic knows what I t coat Inmates to
b e i n c a r c e r a t e d o n t h e I n m a t e s b e h a l f . I ' m s u r e t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y o f
the publ ic th inks we have no burdens, worr ies or concerns, there
s o m e t h a t t h i n k b e i n g I n c a r c e r a t e d l a e a s y . 1 k n o w p r i s o n l a n o t s u p p o ¬
s e d C o b e f u n o r m a y b e n o t e v e n c o m f o r t a b l e . I n m a t e s I n I o w a a r e n o t
o n l y p a y i n g t h e p r i c e w i t h t h e i r f r e e d o m , t h e s t a t e h a s g e n e r a t e d a
wealthy revenue from their six thousand plus inmates. I'm aprisoner at.
C h e C l a r l n d a C o r r e c t i o n a l f a c i l i t y . 1 w o r k l i k e a l l I n m a t e s a r e r e q u l r -

d o l l a r a a

t h i s ; c h i l d

support comes out of the Inmates pay 501 off the top, this 50Z of pay
i s s u r c h a r g e d 5 Z f o r t h e s t a t e . O u t o f C h e r e s t o f t h e I n m a t e s p a y m o s t
h a v e 2 0 Z t a k e n f o r r e s t i t u t i o n a n d t h e n l O Z f o r g a t e f e e , u p u n t i l t h e
g a t e f e e s a v i n g s h a s r e a c h e d $ 1 0 0 . 0 0 . A s o f n o v e m b e r 3 , 1 9 9 B a l l I n m a t ¬
e s a r e r e q u i r e d t o p a y 6 Z s u r c h a r g e o n a l l o u t g o i n g m o n e y s a n d p u r c h a -
s a s . I f a n i n m a t e s e n d s m o n e y h o m e t o h e l p o u t a l o v e d o n e o r C o t h e i r
c h i l d r e n f o r t h e i r b i r t h d a y o r C h r i s t m a s w e w i l l g e t c h a r g e d 6 Z .
c a n t e e n I s a m o n o p o l y . I f w e p u r c h a s e a n y f o o d I t e m s , s o a p , t o o t h p a s t e
a n d s h a m p o o w e p a y 1 2 Z . T h e s t a t e n o l o n g e r g i v e s I n d i g e n t I n m a t e s s o a p
I f t h e I n m a t e h a s a J o b . I f w e n e e d m e d i c a l a t t e n t i o n w e p a y 3 d o l l a r s
e a c h t i m e w e n e e d t o s e e a d o c t o r o r a n y m e d i c a l s t a f f . I f w e c a l l a
l o v e d o n e C h e p h o n e c a l l c o s t a r o u n d a l x d o l l a r s a c a l l f o r o n l y t w e l v e

m i n u t e s , t h e s t a t e g e t s t h e k i c k - b a c k p e r c e n t a g e f o r e a c h c a l l m a d e .
Inmates get to purchase pop tokens once aweek from the pop machine pop
h e r e c o s t o n e d o l l a r p l u s 6 Z s u r c h a r g e , t h e s t a t e g e t s t o k e e p t h e 5 c
o n t h e b o t t l e s . T h e s t a t e t e n t s T . V . ' s t o t h e I n m a t e s t h a t c a n ' t a f f o r d
t o p u r c h a s e o n e f o r t w e l v e d o l l a r s a m o n t h p l u s 6 Z s u r c h a r g e . I f a n I n ¬
mate can afford aT.V., the T.V. cost Is $229.99 plus 6Z tax -	 $ 2 4 3 . 7 8
p l u s 6 Z s u r c h a r g e o n t h e t o t a l c o s t o f $ 2 3 8 . 4 2 . M o s t c a n t e e n I t e m s a r e
n a r k e d u p c o n s i d e r a b l e h i g h e r t h e n w h a t t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c p a y s , f o r
example the 13" co lo r T.V. ' s . The canteen Is no t on ly amonopo ly the
s t a t e a l s o g e n e r a t e s 6 Z s u r c h a r g e o n f o o d I t e m s , 1 2 Z o n n o n - f o o d I t e m s
plus state receives a2Z kick-back f rom Easter 's Food Store on al l tot¬
a l p u r c h a s e s . I f I n m a t e s w o u l d l i k e t o p u r c h a s e w i n t e r c l o t h i n g I t e m s ,
( l o n g J o h n s , s o c k s a n d u n d e r w a r e ) . T h i s c o r r e c t i o n a l f a c i l i t y f o r c e s u s
t o o n l y p u r c h a s e f r o m J . C . P e n n e y s w i t h a t o t a l l i m i t o f o n l y $ 5 0 d o l l ¬
a r s p e r o r d e r p l u s 6 Z t a x a n d 6 Z s u r c h a r g e . T h e p u b l i c o n l y p a y s 5 Z t a x
I f o u r l o v e d o n e ' s s e n d s m o n e y t o u s t h e s t a t e t a k e s o u t 2 0 Z o f a l l m o ¬
n e y c o m i n g I n I f t h e I n m a t e h a s r e s t i t u t i o n t o p a y . T h e s t a t e l a p u t t i ¬
n g t h e b u r d e n o n o u r l o v e d o n e ' s t o p a y o u r r e s t i t u t i o n . A n I n m a t e r e c ¬
e i v e d $ 9 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 p l u s f o r a w r o n g f u l d e a t h s u i t a n d a t t e m p t e d t o s e n d
o u t m o s t o f t h e m o n e y t o h i s f a m i l y w h o I s I n n e e d o f h i s fi n a n c i a l s u -

l o w a ' a
1 9 9 8

F a c i l i t y
v i d e o

" r a t e d

C o r r e c t i o n a l
i n - h o u s e

t h e C l a r l n d a

t h e m s e l v e s t o t a k e o u t
O n t h e l o c a l f r o n t h e r e a t

pr ' lsoncrata have taken It upon
cassette movies out during the weekdays, while not permitting R
motion pictures to be shown due to the fact we have afew underage (-17)
prisoners, and though they have no problem convicting them as
prlsoncrats here seem worried about what these teenagers watch on
televisions. Also during the Christmas holiday the number of cell
hes being conducted went up dramatically not to mention the numerous
prisoners who have been placed In lock up, some for ridiculous
such as talking to loud In the dayroom or going Into other
cells. In all Its been more then anything acontinued string of harassm¬
ent by administrators and guards. Also Imight mention that since the
extremely cold weather has arrived we have been limited to the time we

can remain outside to only 15-30 minutes every hour, basically
o u r o r i g i n a l t i m e

w e m i g h t c a t c h

a d u l t s
t h e i r

s e a r c -

r e a s o n s

p r i s o n e r sa r e

p r i s o n e r s
cutting the time we can be outside to leas then half
we are usually allowed. The administration crying thated to, the average pay is around 27jc «n hour or about

m o n t h . A g o o d v a s t o f t h e i n m a t e s p a y c h i l d s u p p o r t ●
pneumonia or something of that nature, though if this camp would provide
us w i th warm proper c lo th ing fo r th is type o f weather then there wou ld
b e n o e x c u s e . A s I t s t a n d s t h e o n l y t h i n g t h e y o f f e r I n o u t s i d e c o l d
tempera tu re appare l I s a th in co t ton coa t and as tock ing cap . Th is s tan¬
d a r d i s s u e o f w e a t h e r c l o t h i n g i s c o m m o n p r a c t i c e t h r o u g h o u t t h e I o w a
s y s t e m .

T h e

T h i s t i m e I n s t e a d o f d e v o t i n g s p a c e t o t h r e e p r i s o n e r s t o e x p r e s s
thei r exper iences in the Iowa penal system, Iam giv ing the voice to one
pr isoner who to ld of h is raw and dramat ic t roubles the last t ime he was
doing t ime. This pr isoner Rlckl Laughman told of h is exper iences of rape
h a r a s s m e n t a n d I s o l a t i o n a t t h r e e d i f f e r e n t I o w a p r i s o n s . H e s t a r t e d b y
t e l l i n g o f h i s p r o b l e m s a t t h e M o u n t P l e a s a n t C o r r e c t i o n a l F a c i l i t y, I n
Mount Pleasant. Iowa. Rlckl went on to say, "Back In June of 1993 after
two months of being at Mount Pleasant three of my roontmaces was harass¬
ing me putting shaving cream in my shoes and other childish games, horse
playing with me against my will, and so forth. I"kited" the counselor,
warden and the secur i ty d i rector for aroom change, i t was denied. About
a m o n t h l a t t e r 1 e n d e d u p g e t t i n g r a p p e d b y t h o s e t h r e e
w h i c h t h e y r i p p e d m y c l o t h s o f f u s i n g a r a z o r t h e y t h r e a t e n t o k i l l m e
i f I to ld anyone and then sodora i t l ca l l y rapped me fo r acoup le o f minut¬
es. The next day Icalled my mother and told her what happened. She th¬
e n c a l l e d t h e s t a t e o m b u d s m a n s o f fi c e . T h e n e x t d a y t h e w a r d e n t o l d m e 1
cou ld have a t rans fe r t o any i ns t i t u t i on , t hough be fo re t ha t t hey p l aced
roe in lock up for three weeks at Mount Pleasant. When the three weeks
w e r e u p t h e y t r a n s f e r r e d m e t o t h e o l d C l a r l n d a p r i s o n p l a c i n g m e I n
s p e c i a l n e e d s . W h i l e t h e r e a n o t h e r p r i s o n e r i n t h i s s p e c i a l n e e d s u n i t
t o l d me I cou ld fi l e a l awsu i t aga ins t t he adm in i s t r a t i on and gua rds who
f a i l e d t o p r o t e c t m e f r o m t h e b r u t a l r a p e . S h o r t l y a f t e r
the J1983 federa l lawsu i t the secur i ty d i rec tor Steve Jenk ins p laced me

r o o m m a t e s

I h a d fi l e d



pporC but the state was only Interested In taking their six percent of
his Boney. In closing the Director of the Departaenc of Corrections has
asked the new governor Ton Vllsack for alOI increase in funding. I
don tbelieve public and state officials reellie the money generated by
the 7,000 plus Inmates and loved one's each month. If anything the dir¬
ector of the Department of Corrections should decrease funding
the newly generated funds by Inmates and their loved one's. ^
system Is frsudulant from the top to the bottom. 1hope the public
sea how their tax dollars are being used, the state Is charging Che
inmates for everything, why are the taxes going up not down?

1nrl,nn‘'*’	 and the lack of programs the number of hostilities between
e^y Z''IncWen^''	 assaulted has gone up to the degree that ev-.nL f	 L	 * reported through the newspapers or the prison grapevineome othese Inc dents can be caused by some of the most̂ rlvlal maters toZZah
gang Ights over errltory which Is becoming more common In this state. In return Z
Znnr	 P'̂ -’Ishment Is abusing the use of Isolation units throughout the stateconfining more prisoners to these units for periods lasting years. Not to mention the
^a« fourth “rr?	 “ ” « * w h e r e a s p r l s o n c r a t shave split the yard times where only certain prisoners can go out at certal
the day along with the lose of basic television cable and

d u e t o

T h e p r i s o n
c a n

n t i m e s o f

..ud u.c .		 m o r e d i s c i p l i n a r y r u l e s o f
which they seem to be creating on amonthly bases, even though the administration and
c o r r e c t i o n a l s t a f f a n d g u a r d s h a v e a

Alao you'll notice Rex ahowed Just how corrupt the Iowa priaoncrats
ara and that the mighty dollar la more Important then the people caught In
this wab of ealf-lnteraet caplcallam and that the need to change that
system la aomachlng which needs Co be focuaed on with full force. The next
prisoner told me about disciplinary reports he received which were written
only on "confidential Information" and because of thle ha lost alevel and
hie job SB achapel clerk. Thle prisoner who wishes to go by the Initials
R.F. told what happened starting December 1998. He went

personal mentality to break or design theirrules or policies at an Immediate pace which benefits themi
o w n

And if this was not enough Governor Branstad and the,„	 ,	 .	 - 		 n e w c o r r e c t i o n s d i r e c t o r W .
L.Kevtrky Just recently got their wish list when leglslstors approved repressive
s u r e s a g a i n s t p r i s o n e r s c o n v i c t e d o f v i o l e n t s e x u a l
c o w h a v e t h e

m e a -

c r i m e s w h e r e a s p a r o l e o f fi c i a l s
authority to force prisoners to undergo chemical castration and Indefln-

Ite time In custody at ."special facility” at one of the prisons once theytheir or iginal sentence. Last ly the state is
n e t s c o n v i c t e d o f a v i o l e n t
b e f o r e t h e y a r e

on to say,	 a m
sitting in the day room on East 4watching TV, and c/o Hanson came
unit and asked me for my institutional number and told me Iwas going to
lock up. Iasked him why Iwas going to lock up which the guard read
report after taking.me to Ad*Seg in handcuffa. In reading the report this
c/o said was written out by Merry hlldabrant the assistant trcaCmcnt dire¬
ctor which she charged me with "Threats and Intimidation" because of a
prlsonera confidential information. And even though Ihad not ‘apokcn to
Hlldabrant in over 8-10 montha she wrote the disciplinary report baaed
non-existent evidence. Finally Iwent to the AU(AdainlsCcatlve Law Judge)
January 12, thirteen days after being placed In administrative Segregation
holding." The ALJ looked at the report and said there was no evidence

support Mary Hlldabrant's report which she dismissed. Afew days Istter 1
was released from Ad-Seg, and then called down to the shift captains offi¬
ce Co talk to captain Ed Pruitt. He asked me what my nick name was, 1said
'Call everything but my last name and you'll get it.
aconfidential Informant said my nick name Is "POPS." So he sends mn back
to Che unit. At noon hour the same day at lunch time Just as 1had taken
two bites out of my tray when c/o Morgan came to Che unit with apair of
handcuffs which he placed on me behind my back and then escorted me back
to the shift captains office and again Captain Pruitt said he*s going Co "Take
me back to lock up for lying to him." He went on to say, "iHed to him bv
.eying my name wee not 'POPS'." Itold him Idid not lie end then expUlned to
him that my name has been celled "POPS" In the peat end .few other nemea in
the past, but not of my choice. So captain Pruitt reepondad by saying "So your
name Is pope? Iresponded saying "I guess." Then captain Pruitt then advised
me he wee writing amajor dlaclpllnary report, because they found contraband
tW"	 ^	 " 1 " t h l a m o r e c o n fi d e n t i a l I n f o r m a ¬tion? Which ha aald. Yea. Eventually the handcuffs were removed end Iwas
sent back to the unit and given another major dlaclpllnary report latternight. This time the	 ' ’

C h eo ncomp le te
now using an 85 percent law where prlso-

crime now have to do elghty-flve percent of the
eligible for aparole from the prison system,

much be said the Iowa penal system is playing catch
c r i m i n a l ( I n ) J u s c l c e s y s t e m i n t h i s
a r i a n c l a s s .

C h es e n t e n c e
I n a l l . I t

u p w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e A m e r i c a ' s
e r a o f k e e p i n g t i g h t e r c o n t r o l o f t h e P r o l e t -

c a n p r e t t y

n e w

o n

B Y D . A . S H E L D O N
# 8 0 7 7 7 9 A

CLAJUNDA COREECTIOMAL FACILITY
P. O . B O X 1 3 3 8
C L A k l M D A , I O W A 5 1 6 3 2 - 0 6 0 0

t o
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T H E I O WA D U N G E O N R E P O R T

D E C E M B E R 1 9 9 8

As I reported In the last Iowa Dungeon Report about the el iminat ion
of tobacco products within Iowa's prisons, which has come to pass in
part at one of It's facilities. This concentration camp, "Iowa Medical
Classification Center" is the state's receiving facility for prisoners
entering the Iowa penal system. Acomponent of this Joint la to evaluate
these new prisoners through abattery of educational, psychological and
medical test before they are transferred to one of Iowa's prisons. This
Is the perfect environment for prlsoncrats to test the reaction of pris¬
oners who will be forced to stop chewing and smoking tobacco products
Cold Turkey," while sadistically not providing stop smoking cession

programs like counseling, chewing gum (which Is not permitted
and the nicotine patch. Shortly thereafter other joints throughout
s t a t e w i l l m o r e t h e n l i k e l y b e r e q u i r e d t o f o l l o w s u i t , o n e
other, this after smoking was banned Inside Iowa's prisons a
ago. limited to puffing your "rollles" out on the prison yard,
the consequences of eliminating tobacco Is only going to force prisoner
to start ablack market and find other things to smoke like coffee grou¬
nds and banana peels for Instances.

t h a t
,	 .	 report said Iwas being charged with mlsuie of mall and

telephone, that the contraband found was nine sheets of paper with something
taln*or	 ●vldence was never shown to me by the shift e.p-aln or the ALJ. Afew day. Utter Iwent to the AU to have the report heard.
Z.Z"nn“?n?“	 ● "■1 t h e n g a v e m e t h r e edays of DD (Dlaclpllnary Detention) the eever.sc punishment e-prlsoner can
recalya In the Iowa system. .The contraband that was found Iwas not aware of

Z	 c o n n e c t m e w i t h t h e s e n i n esheete of paper besldea the confidential Information, but >.
guilty of aold raport. Also «y nans vss callsd "POPS" btfora
t h i s . S o h o w

y e t I w a s
.	 „	 --	 1 9 9 7 n o t a f t e r

“ « g u i l t y o f a s a j o r d i s c i p l i n a r y r e p o r t w h e n a l l
the old guys at this concaiitraclon camp ara alao callad "FOPS,
found in the chapel had anick nane of "POPS

f o u n d

a t I M C C )
t h e I I

T h e c o n t r a b a n da f t e r t h e

f e w y e a r s
O v e r a l l

why Igot fired from the clerk job. In addition Iball.v.'l“’.r* ZtZ'th”
say the least. Pln.lly Steve Ballard told of hi. "Beef" with how the canteen
items ere .elected and the unfalrn.se Involved In the certain It... baaed
on how much 1, bought, where., needed items that are less purchased get ellml-net.d no -alter If they ere Import.nt to .few prUonete. Lev. went on to „y
how thle has effected him. There ha. been certain Items that Iuse to purcha¬
se on ategular bases as Inaeded them, from the canteen list, but ere no Ion-
get avallabla because they have been renoved due to the lack of
u n d e r s t a n d t h e l a c k o f

t o
3

● a l e e ,

sales on some items to the degree that som^chfngs
I c a n

a r e



o o c r e a l l y l a p o r t e o c e h o u l d b e r e i a o v e d t o m a k e s p a c e { o r n e r c h a n d l s e p r i s o n e r s
v a n e t o p u r c h a s e , b u t t h e n t h e r e a r e h y g i e n e p r o d u c t s w h i c h a r e v e r y l i m i t e d
and l ike In my case Iam left Co use aworse or sl ightly worse product
u s e d p r e v i o u s l y C o I t b e i n g r e o r a v e d , a n d I t s n o t e v e n t a k e n I n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n
that	 Che product being removed is the only product an inmate can	 use' and	 n o w
that	 lea gont Chert Is nothing 1can ust	 as areplacement.-As an	 axampla	 o f
this	 I can not use strong deodorant aoap	 because it causes body	 rashes	 a l l
over	 my skin, so with the removal of the	 two light deodorant soaps 1have	 n o
o p t i o n t o s e l e c t l i g h t d e o d o r a n t s o a p o f f t h e c a n t e e n , w h e n 1 * k i t e d E a e t e r ' e
C h e c o m p a n y c h e c l a c o n C r e c C e d C o p r o v i d e c a n t e e n i t e m s C o t h i s I n s t i t u t i o n , ’
a n d a s k e d t h e m i f I c o u l d p u r c h a s e l i g h t d e o d o r a n t s o a p , t h e y r e s p o n d e d b y
s a y i n g * * T h t a a p r o d u c t s a r a n o l o n g e r a v a i l a b l e a n d t h a t 1 c o u l d n o t b u y t h a a a
I t e m s d u e C o i n a c i c u c i o n p o l i c y . " I w a s t h e n t o l d C o k i t e t h e o f fi c e r i n c h a >
r g s o f c o B B s i s s a r y e n d a s k h i m i f I c a n p u r c h a a a l i g h t d e o d o r a n t s o a p a n d o t h e r
i t e m s n o t o n C h e c a n t e e n s h e e t . I d i d t h i s a n d w a s d e n i e d C h e r a q u a a C w h i c h
happens Che majority of the Cine. This process cakea such along time that you
w a l e w e e k s f o r s n s n s w e r u s u a l l y a g a i n s t t h e r e q u e s t . T h e e n d r e s u l t i s y o u g o
w i t h o u t s n d l t * s J u s t a f r u s t r a t i n g l o s i n g b a t t l e .

10 e x p l o i t a t i v e p r i s o n l a b o r b y C h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e t h e s e c o m p a n i e s
know they'll maximize profits, simply because such cost as work compensation, health
care and other benefits are covered by the state, not to mention the free on ground
rent to Industry buildings and lower wages paid compared to workers on the street.

t h e n

C u r r e n t l y t h e r e a r e 1 7 5 p r i s o n e r s w o r k i n g f o r p r i v a t e b u s i n e s s h e r e i n I o w a a n d
Its expected It will grow to 400 prisoners In the next year, one such company request
t o g a i n a c c e s s t o c h e a p p r i s o n e r l a b o r i s B o o m s m a ' s I n c . A m a j o r e g g s u p p l i e r
to hire 50 inmates from the North Central Correctional Facility In Rockwell City, lA,
t o p r o c e s s a n d p a c k a g e e g g s f o r g r o c e r y s t o r e s . I n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h i s c o n t r a c t w i t h
the Iowa pena l sys tem Boomsma 's p res iden t John W. C lessner mus t have made adea l w i th
the Iowa Attorney Generals Office and Wright County prosecutors when they refused
s e e k f u r t h e r c r i m i n a l c h a r g e s w h e n t h e I o w a S u p r e m e C o u r t r e v e r s e d a c r i m i n a l c o n v i c ¬
tion of false-lmprlsonment when Glessner and Haron Lawler, asupervisor for Boomsma's
kidnapped Lucas Ortega, an employee who they suspected of theft by the hair from his
apartment took him to Glessner's warehouse bound him with duct tape and then slapped
him around forcing to admit he was Involved in abreak-ln at aWright county egg pla¬
n t , a n d t h a t t h e y p l a n n e d t o t u r n h i m o v e r t o a u t h o r i t i e s . I n a l l p r o s e c u t o r s
a s k e d f o r t h e c h a r g e s t o b e d i s m i s s e d b a s e d o n t w o k e y w i t n e s s e s c o u l d n o t h e l o c a t e d
and the Iowa Attorney General's Office had declined arequest to prosecute In aretr¬
ial. In addition the Wright County Board of Supervisors had declined to pay the $15-
20,000 needed to hire an Independent prosecutor, which would have been necessary bec¬
a u s e t h e c o u n t y a t t o r n e y ' s o f fi c e h a d b e e n d i s q u a l i fi e d f r o m
As is the Deputy Director of Corrections heading the Iowa prison Industries
b o a r d b o a s t e d I o w a w i l l b e c o m e o n e o f t h e n a t i o n ' s l e a d e r s I n
prisoners, to keep In line with this prediction department of punishment already emp¬
loyees prisoners for such Jobs Including making package sandwiches
scores, welding, manufacturing goods; mostly light-assembly work, woodworking, sewing
graphic design end telemarketing. The wages these companies claim
varies significantly from the Iowa minimum wage of $5.25 an hour Co $12 an hour,

a n d f e d e r a l t a x e s , c h i l d

w a n t s

t o

h a v e

F i n a l l y 1 w o u l d l i k e C o s p e a k f u r t h e r o n t h e " W a r o n H a t h , "
b . l n g c a l l e d b y p o l i t i c i a n s a n d c h s . m e d i a . A s I m e n t i o n I n t h e D e c e m b e r I o w a
D u a g e o n R e p o r t a b o u t G o v e r n o r V l l s a c k ' a p r o p o s a l t o s t a t e l e g i s l a t o r s t o p a s s
l e g i s l a t i o n m a n d a t i n g l i f e s e n t e n c e s f o r t h o s e p e r s o n s w h o d e a l o r m a n u f a c t u r e
N e c h a m p h e t l m l n e . W e l l s u c h l e g i s l a t i o n h a s b e e n p u t o n t h e h o u s e d o c k e t w h i l e
the media Is having afrenzy over the matter. This Issue has gone to
degree the Dea Moines Register, the state's major propaganda newspaper has
analyzed this meth problem In aseries of front page eaaey'a
hour televised community debate discussing the different, problems It
caused Che state of Iowa. From the numerous meth labs being found within the
states boarders, to how school age children are effected and Che highly deb¬
a t e d I s s u e o f p u n i s h m e n t v e r s e s t r e a t m e n t a l t e r n a t i v e s . O v e r a l l I i . e ■s i t ¬
uat ion where Iowan's sr. be ing encouraged to fight against Chi .
problem, which Is bent on finding asolution through apath of controlling
an epidemic by blunt force. This is definitely asymptom of capitalism which
Is all for domination over It's citizens, and see this "War on Meth," promo¬
ted heavily by the state media as an underhanded approach toward making It
more acceptable for Iowan's to be manipulated Into allowing government agen¬
cies to have just that much more power snd mastership over thelr llfea.
personally Iam not adrug user snd discourage others from putting such pol-
Bon In their body, but Ibelieve the use and the dealing of drugs should be
the Individuals choice, while the causes of wide spread drug problem Is a
result of capitalism to criminalize the youth end control other parts of so¬
ciety l ike black neighborhood! and chit Che reason Ibel ieve beeldes achan¬
ge in our po l i t ica l ayatem but that these people In such as i tuat ion should
be offered unique humane alCemeclves which would lead them ewey from such a
path. Though more Chen anything If you cake away the stigma and lllegablllcy
of chase I l lega l substances the b i t t l t o f th is so-ca l led nu isance
m o r e m a n a g e a b l e . E i t h e r w e y t h i s I n t e n s e d e b a t e c o n t i n u e s .

I t s n o w

p r o s e c u t i n g C h e c a s e ,
a d v i s o r y

p r i v a t e e m p l o y m e n t o f
s u c h a

a n d o n a n o n e
f o r c o n v e n i e n c e

h a s

t o p a y p r i s o n e r s
b u t

a f t e r d e d u c t i o n s a r e m a d e f r o m p r i s o n e r s w a g e s f o r s t a t e
support, restitution, prison room and board, and prison work programs,
o n l y r e c e i v e a r o u n d 2 5 t o 5 0 c e n t s a n h o u r . T h i s l a a b o u t t h e

a o - c a l l e d t h e y a c t u a l l y
s a m e a m o u n t p a i d C o

prisoners working for aCaCe Industries producing products like license places and of¬
fi c e f u r n i t u r e f o r s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s . o r p r i s o n e r s w o r k i n g f o r t h e u p k e e p o f
the Insti tut ion where they reside l ike food preparation to Janitorial work,
mattera worse the little pay received by prisoners Is stil l not enough to afford
basic necessities of life Including hygiene, writing and postage supplies needed most
by chose Inside one reason such Items are so hard to purchase la that each facility
has strict limits on where you can buy Items from and the one store that has the mar¬
ket totally covered Is the InstituClonal canteen which over-prices commodities at
p e r c e n t o r m o r e t h e n y o u ' d p u r c h a s e t h e I t e m o n t h e s t r e e t . A s i t I s t h e s e
are usually operated and owned by aprivate contractor who In return
t h e m t o s e l l t o t h e p r i s o n p o p u l a t i o n .

T o m a k e

t h e
N o w

2 0
c a n t e e n s "

f o r a l l o w i n g

V fh l l e s l ave "emp loymen t has increased In all areas, access to educational prog¬
rams has declined, especially after the federal Pell grant program was modified
1994 specifical ly el iminating federal funds for prisoners wanting acol lege education
during their incarceration. With the money dried up, local community colleges
h a d a c o n t r a c t t o p r o v i d e c o l l e g e l e v e l c o u r s e s t o
further classes and now the only subjects taught to this day are GED and high
level curriculum which Is limited to old text books and afew on loan teaching assis¬
t a n t s t o e a c h f a c i l i t y .

i nc o u l d b e

w h i c h

p r i s o n e r s s t a t e w i d e s t o p p e d a n y
I s c h o o l

I n e n d i n g 1 fi n d I t d i s c o u r a g i n g t h a t I f a l l t o r e c e i v e a n y r e s p o n s e s *
to cheat Iowa Dungeon Reports. Thet since IaCarCed doing this monthly news¬
letter In July 1998, the response has been close to non-existent, along with
none of the materiel In the reports ere being printed In
which Isend copies Coo. The purpose of the Iowa Dungeon Report la to report
the InJuaClcei of the lows Penal System, but If these reports are falling to
make an impact why do 1continue to research end write the Iowa Dungeon Rep¬
ort, every month? It'e up to you to help circulate end print
these reports, a l l Ican do is report I t f rom inside the wel ls of these Dun¬
geons. So Please help In developing this project Into something more then a
w r i t i n g e x e r c i s e I n f u t i l i t y .

t h e p u b l i c a t i o n s
To a d d t o t h e m a d n e s s a l l I o w a p r l a o n s a r e c o n n e c t e d t o a

t h a t s t r e t c h e s I n t o a l l I o w a p u b l i c s c h o o l s ,
real time, two way, digital video conference network Is the most comprehensive In Che
nation designed to allow educational opportunities, bur Instead is used In the prison
e y a t e n f o r p a r o l e h e a r i n g s a n d o c h e r b u r e a u c r a t i c b u s i n e s s a s h a m t o
I n a d d i t i o n t r e a t m e n t o r " R e h a b

fi b e r o p t i c n e t w o r k
c o l l e g e s a n d m a j o r u n i v e r s i t i e s . T h i s

s e c t i o n s o f

s a y t h e l e a s t .

,	 p r o g r a m s a r e v e r y l i m i t e d w i t h p r i s o n e r s a c c e s s t o
such Is not baaed on need but evallahll Ity. Along with this prisoners who are recomm¬
ended for such programming like TOW which Is an extensive six month drug rehab program
aa atlpulatlon to gain release from prison in most cases have to wait sometimes for
years Increasing Che time aprisoner has to be Incarcerated. Another great concern Is

t t ’ " ' I s c o u n s e ¬
ling snd If they are not Isolated then their usually mixed with the prison populationand put on strong psychedelic medications.	 p u t a c i o n
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To what degree does aperson lose the right to redress their grievances
against arepressive government, even though that government supposedly gua¬
r a n t e e s i n i t ' s c o n s t i t u t i o n t h e r i g h t ,
r ed ress o f g r i evances . "? We l l f o r t he I owa p r i sone r t he bas i c
hard -earned access ib le r i gh t to the cour ts has taken ahard
when the Department of Punishments Director W.L. Kautzky
every law library located in all of Iowa's prisons to be eliminated
two year period. This is in reaction to the 1997 U.S. Supreme court decision
"Casey Vs. Lewis" which Arizona state prisoners won a'
in the federal district court, on the issue of expanding legal library
ices to non-English speaking prisoners and access to ’aw materials available
on CD-ROM. Finally after Arizona prlsoncrats filed an appeal to the ninth
circuit court of appeals which the ruling was "affirmed," they went to the
U.S. Supreme Court the majority of the reactionary Justices reversed the lo¬
wer cou r t s ru l i ng expand ing the i r "op in ion

T h e u s e o f i n c a r c e r a t i o n I n I o w a h a s b e c o m e
i f y o u r p a r t o f t h e l o w e r c l a s s

. . . C o p e t i t i o n t h e g o v e r n m e n t f o r a
f u n d a m e n t a l ,

s t e p b a c k w a r d s
o r d e r e d e a c h a n d

standard of Iowa l iving especial ly
c i t i z e n s h i p ' * w h i c h w i t h o u t d o u b t d o e s n o t h a v e t h e

privi lege of r ights and poli t ical expression, as la demonstrated with the substantial
placement of these people In Iowa's penal system which continues Co grow in leaps and
bounds as expanded legislative policies enacted against what
l i k e t o c a l l t h e c r i m i n a l c l a s s .

C h e s t a t e b u r e a u c r a t s
In the appearance of locking away “Iowa's Dangerous"

even though the majority are doing time for non-violent offenses, the prison populat¬
ion In the last decade has grown 138 percent from 2.851 at the end of
p r i s o n e r s o n M a y 3 1 . 1 9 9 8 . T h i s I s

o v e r a

c l a s s a c t i o n l a w s u i t
s e r v -

1 9 8 7 t o 7 , 3 0 0
I n I o w a a n d t h e

Iowa Is warehousing these people
In extremely crowded facilities with only adesigned capacity for 5,701 beds despite
the recent opening of three new medium security prisons in Che
Newton, Clarlnda and Fort Dodge, that have created space for 2,250 prisoners.

e v e n a f t e r s e r i o u s c r i m e
n a t i o n a s a h o l e h a s f e l l f o r t h e 6 t h y e a r I n a r o w .

l a s t t w o y e a r s I n

t o e f f e c t a l l p r e v i o u s
by t h i s cou r t I n r e l a t i on t o p r i sone rs access t o l aw ma te r i a l ,
legal right to have access to alaw library. In turn prlsoncrats and a
states are now on the bandwagon to eliminate law libraries In their prisons.
In the state of Iowa Director Kautzky told the media, the reason law librar¬
ies are being wlpe-out Is to many "frivolous" lawsuits were being
Inmates and that the cost to keep the libraries up-dated
$500,000 ayear. Already the Department of Punishment has
n e w u p - t o -d a te l a w b o o ks , w h i l e r e q u e s t o f l e g a l ma te r i a l s f r o m t h e
law library which are not available In Che prison law library will
b e d o n e a t C h e i n m a t e s

r u l i n g s
t h u s o u r

I f e w
Along with this growth Che operating budget for the Iowa Department

menc has soared from J74 million In 1986 to $198 million during the
year. This extension of cancerous growth is only the beginning as state
officials recently forecasted Iowa's prison population will soar to 10,870 over the
next decade facilitated by ongoing and planned policies and practices such as tougher
sentencing laws which length prison terms, more people going to prison for drug offe¬
n s e s a n d I n c r e a s e d r e a s o n s t o v i o l a t e t h o s e

A n do f p u n l s h -
c u r r e n t f a s c a l

c o r r e c t i o n a l

fi l e d b y
c o s t C h e s t a t e

s t o p p e d o r d e r i n g
s t a t e

h a v e C o

expense. In afurther move by the state apparatus
to demonstrate prisoners will still have access Co Che courts for all civil
and cr iminal matters the Department of Punishment has hired
the state public defenders office. This is apoor excuse
adv ise to the pr ison popu la t ion

p r o b a t i o n a n d p a r o l e .o n

The newest of these medium-security facilities is Fort Dodge
s m a l l c o m m u n i t y w h e r e t h i s o u t s i d e

c o n s t r u c t e d i n a

w e r e e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y
a s s t a t e p o l i t i c i a n s l e a d

s o o n b e c o m e a n o t h e r

I t ' s a g r e a t d a y f o r F o r t
Proclaimed reactionary Iowa governor Terry Branscad.

While state representative Michael Cormack arepublican from fort Dodge,
audience In aseries of cheer-llke questions and
For t Dodge, Iowa?" He asked.
" Ye s . " T h e y s a i d .
C o r m a c k t h e n d e c l a r e d

I n d u s t r y a n d I t ' a j o b s
welcomed at agroundbreaking ceremony during July 1996
about 200 attending the event In an empty farm field that would
Iowa dungeon In ahigh school like pep rally chancing.
D o d g e a n d a g r e a t d a y f o r I o w a !

a n a t t o r n e y f r o m
i n o f f e r i n g l e g a l

f o r n u m e r o u s r e a s o n s , s t a r t i n g w i t h t h e
simple fact chat this attorney works for Che state, along with Che poor rep¬
resentation they give to poor clients when they are appealing their criminal
convictions to the state of Iowa Supreme Court and appellate Court,
majority of Che attorneys at the public defenders office are biased and
m o s t l y J u s t o u t

t h e n l e d t h e

answers: "Are we proud to l ive In
I s t h e c i t y m o v i n g f o r w a r d ? "

"More,"
t h i s r h e t o r i c c o n t i n u e d

w a s g i v e n a t i n y g o l d
" N o w t h a t F o r t

a n e x p a n s i o n a t t h e 7 5 0
a t a n a d d e d c o s t o f $ 1 0 m i l l i o n .

T h e c r o w d r e p l i e d .
I s th i s the end o r can we do more?" He asked .

I'm proud to be aFort Dodger,
eight other speakers, at the end of the ceremony each
s h o v e l p i n a n d a s m a l l c a r d , w h i c h r e a d s

Y e s , I I

T h a t C h et h e y s a i d ,
w i t h a r e

of law school so they have little experience In Che law
which they represent. Overall the real reason Director Kautzky ordered this
repressive measure Is to slow down prisoners especially Jailhouse attorneys
from filing lawsuits against the brutalities of this messed up system. As it
s t o o d p r l s o n c r a t s w e r e

o fg u e s t '
a s h o v e l f u l l o f p r o g r e s s ,

dodge Is open Iowa lawmakers are already poised to approve
b e d f a c i l i t y b y a l l o w i n g a n a d d i t i o n a l 4 0 0 b e d

already being chal lenged from numerous avenues from
the conditions of Administrative lock up to the poor medical care provided
by Che prison system. In all Director Kautzky hopes Chat In the long-run pr¬
isoners will lose the knowledge of civil law along with making It near Co
impossible for those jailhouse attorneys to continue to do thler research.
This will surly effect the way prisoners are created in the future
prlsoncrats go back Co before the I960'a when
s o m e o f t h e i r C i v i l R i g h t s !

The fact state politicians can openly call prison expansion "progress" is distu¬
rbing and can only worry to what degree those right-wing extremist will go to -reach
their ultimate agenda of complete domination over an anesthetized society. Other con¬
struction expected CO begin next year Is a200 bed addition Co Che women's
In Hlcchellvllle. Iowa at acost of JI.4 million, and a200 bed unit at the	 s t a t e
Penitentiary in Fort Madison at acost of $6.5 million. Even three different private
correction corporations have jumped Into the states prison construction
proposing to build and operate the next planned 750 bed
S t a t e

f a c i l i t y

t h ea s

p r i s o n e r s s t a r t e d g a i n i n gd e r b y, b y
p r i s o n a t a d i s c o u n t t o C h e

Dv'''"	 *>'●*	 Is needed per say the Inscltutlona are filled Co CheMX, like at Clarlnda correctional facility where prisoners scuffed four into anine
by six foot cell designed for only two prlsonefs, whereas at the receiving facility
for Iowa sprisoners Iowa Medical and Classification Center, prisoners are being madeCo sleep out In the day 		

Finally Iwould like to up dace you on the status of the proposed
sentences for those conv ic ted of deal ing

l i f e

m a n u f a c t u r i n g M e t h a m p h e t l m l n e .
We l l Governo r Tom V l l sack*s p roposa l t o the s ta te l eg i s la tu re fa i l ed to
the house, so in quick fashion Governor Vi lsack proposed another
guideline this time proposing abill that would enact ninety-nine year sent¬
ences for chose convicted for the first time dealing or manufacturing Meth,
Che second conviction would then guaranty alife sentence,
case here in Iowa if you are given along sentence usually

o r

p a s s
r o o m s .

s e n t e n c i n g

Fortunately, the idea to build aprivate prison was met by opposition when
Iowa Board of corrections and akey lawmaker distanced Itself from the Idea of allow¬
ing the first private prison In Iowa. And though they lost this round Its expected a
multimillion dollar contract will eventually be awarded, as greed will rule once pri¬
vate correction industry lobbyist greases acouple of bureaucrats and legislatorshands with dirty greenbacks. Although this has not stopped the increase In the

t h e

T h o u g h i n a n y
o v e r t w e n t y - fi v e

u s e o f

\



years then you as might as we l l be do ing a l i fe sentence s ince pr isoners
in th i s s ta te end up do ing a round fi f t y pe rcen t o r more o f the i r sen ten¬
c e o n a v e r a g e . I n a d d i t i o n I o w a l e g i s l a t o r l e a d e r s p r e d i c t v i r t u a l l y u n ¬
a n i m o u s a p p r o v a l o f t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n . T h i s b e i n g t h e c a s e b y n e x t t i m e I
draf t out the Iowa Dungeon Report 1expect that th is new repressive mea¬
s u r e w i l l b e o n t h e l a w b o o k s e f f e c t i n g I o w a n ' s . A s u s u a l I w i l l k e e p
t h e r e a d e r s o f t h i s n e w s l e t t e r i n f o r m e d o f w h a t I m p a c t t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n
h a s .

T h e I O W A
D U N G E O N

R E P O R T

In ending the reason this months Iowa Dungeon Report Is so short Is
because of the lack o f funds Ihave th is month and I 'm about out o f typ¬
i n g p a p e r a n d s o u n t i l I fi n d s o m e f u n d s f r o m t h e o u t s i d e t h i s p r o j e c t
c o u l d b e d e l a y e d I n t h e n e a r f u t u r e . A s I t s t a n d s t h e s t a t e t a k e s a l m o s t
a l l o f m y s t a t e p a y l e a v i n g m e a r o u n d f o u r o r fi v e d o l l a r s a m o n t h w h i c h
q u i t f r a n k l y I b a r e l y a f f o r d h y g i e n e s u p p l i e s . S o I f a n y o n e w a n t s
he lp financ ia l l y i t wou ld be mos t we lcomed and he lp fu l i n the con t inua t¬
i o n o f t h i s p r o j e c t . T h a n k Y o u .

t o
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This and other terrific prisoner zines
ore available through the South Chicago
ABC Zine Distro. Dozens of zines dealing
wi th anarch ism, femin ism, an t i - rac ism and
prisoner issues are available. This zine costs
one 33 cent stamp. All zines are $2.00 or
less. Titles include. In the Trenches...
Thought Bombs, Freedom Campaign/
Criminolgy 101, AStory That Must Be Told,
Behind These Walls, Cyanide, Chain Reaction,
The Kalifornia Department of Konrections and
Pelican Bay State Prison, Off Our Knees and
many, many others. Write for acomplete list.

D. A. Sheldon #807779A
Clarinda Correrctional Facility

P.O. Box 1338
Clarinda, Iowa 51632 -0600S O U T H C H I C A G O A B C Z I N E D I S T R O
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