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The use of incarceration {n Iowa has become a standard of Iowa living especially
if your parc of the lower class "citizenship” which without doubt does not have the
privilege of rights and political expression, as is demonstrated with the substantial
placement of these people in Iowa's penal gystem which continues to grovw in leaps and
bounds as expanded legislative policies enacted against what the state bureaucrats
like to call the criminal class. In the appearance of locking away “Iowa's Dangerous"
even though the majority are doing time for non-violent offenses, the prison populat-
ion in che last decade has grown 138 percent from 2,851 at the end of 1987 to 7,300
prisomers on May 31, 1998. This 1s even after serious crime 1in Iowa and the
nacion as a hole has fell for the 6th year i{n a row. lowa 1s warehousing these people
in extremely crowded facilities with only a designed capacity for 5,701 beds despite
the recent opening of three new medium security prisons in the 1last two years ' in
Newton, Clarinda and Fort Dodge, that have created space for 2,250 prisoners.

Along with this growth the operating budget for the Iowa Department of punish-
ment has soared from $74 million in 1986 to $198 million during the current fascal
year. This extension of cancerous growth is onity the beginning as state correctional
officials recently forecasted Iowa's prison population will soar to 10,870 over the
next decade facilitated by ongoing and planned policies and practices such as tougher
sentencing laws which length prison terms, more people going to prison for drug offe-
nses and increased reasons to violate those on probation and parole.

The newest of these medium-security facilities is Fort Dodge constructed in a
small community where this outsfde "Industry" and it's Jobs were enthustastically
welcomed at a groundbreaking ceremony during July 1996 as state politicians lead
about 200 atctending the event in an eapty farm field that would soon become another
Iowa dungeon in a high school 1like pep rally chanting, "It's a great day for Fort
Dodge and a great day for Iowa!" Proclaimed reactionary Iowa governor Terry Branstad.
While state representative Michael Cormack a republican from fort Dodge, then led the
audience in a series of cheer-like questions and answers: "Are we proud to 1live 1n
Fort Dodge, Iowa?" He asked. "Yes," The crowd replied. "Is the city moving forward?"
“Yes." They said. "Is this the end or can we do more?"” He asked. "More," they said.
Cormack then declared "I'm proud to be a Fort Dodger.” this rhetoric continued with
eight other speakers, at the end of the ceremony each guest was given a . tiny gold
shovel pin and a small card, which reads "a shovel full of progress.” Now that Fort
dodge is open lowa lawmakers are already poised to approve an expansion at the 750
bed facility by allowing an additional 400 beds at an added cost of $10 million.

The fact state politicians can openly call prison expansion "progress" {s distu-
rbing and can only worry to what degree those right-wing extremist will 80 to ereach
their ultimate agenda of complete domination over an anesthetized soctiety. Other con-
struction expected to begin next year 1s a 200 bed addition to the women's facility
in Micchellville, Iowa at a cost of $1.4 million, and a 200 bed unit at the state
Penitentiary in Fort Madison at a cost of $6.5 million. Even three different private
correction corporations have jumped into the states prison construction derby, by
proposing to build and operate the next planned 750 bed prison at a discount to the
state. Even though the bed space is needed per say the institutions are filled to the
max, like at Clarinda correctional facility where prisoners stuffed four into a nine
by six foot cell designed for only two prisoners, whereas at the receiving facilicy
for Iowa's prisoners Iowa Medical and Classification Center, prisoners are being made
to sleep out in the day rooms. .

Fortunately, the idea to build a private prison was met by opposition when the
Iowa Board of corrections and a key lawmaker distanced itself from the idea of allow-
ing the first private prison in lowa. And though they lost this round 1ts expected a
wultimillion dollar contract will eventually be awarded, as greed will rule once pri-
vate correction industry lobbyist greases a couple of bureaucrats and legislators
hands with dirty greenbacks. Although this has not stopped the increase in the use of
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exploitative prison labor by the private sector, especially since these companies
know they'll maximize profits, simply because such cost as work compensation, health
care and other benefits are covered by the state, not to mention the free on ground
rent to industry buildings and lower wages paid compared to workers on the street.

Currently there are 175 prisoners working for private business here in Iowa and
its expected it will grow to 400 prisoners in the next year, one such company request
to gain access to cheap prisoner labor is Boomsma's Inc. A major egg supplier wants
to hire 50 inmates from the North Central Correctional Fac{lity in Rockwell City, 1A,
to process and package eggs for grocery stores. In accordance with this contract with
the Iova penal system Boomsma's president John W. Glessner must have made a deal with
the Iowa Attorney Generals Office and Wright County prosecutors when they refused to
seek further criminal charges when the Iowa Supreme Court reversed a criminal convic~
tion of false-imprisonment when Glessner and Maron Lawler, a supervisor for Boomsma's
kidnapped Lucas Ortega, an employee who they suspected of theft by the hair from his
apartment took him to Gl 's wareh bound him with duct tape and then slapped
him around forcing to admit he was involved in a break-in at a Wright county egg pla-
nt, and that they planned to turn him over to authorities. In all prosecutors have
agsked for the charges to be dismissed based on two key witnesses could not be located
and the Iowa Attorney General's Office had declined a request to prosecute in a retr-
ial. In addition the Wright County Board of Supervisors had declined to pay the $15-
20,000 needed to hire an independent prosecutor, which would have been necessary bec-
ause the county attorney's office had been disqualified from prosecuting the case.
As is the Deputy Director of Corrections heading the Iowa prison industries advisory
board boasted Iowa will become one of the nation's leaders in private employment of
prisoners. to keep in line with this prediction department of punishment already emp-
loyees prisoners for such jobs including making package sandwiches for convenience
stores, welding, manufacturing goods; mostly light-assembly work, woodworking, sewing
graphic design and telemarketing. The wages these companies claim to pay prisoners
varies significantly from the Iowa minimum wage of $5.25 an hour to $12 an hour, but
after deductions are made from prisoners wages for state and federal taxes, child
support, restitution, prison room and board, and prison work programs, they actually
only receive around 25 to 50 cents an hour. This i{s about the same amount paid to
prisoners working for state industries producing products like license plates and of-
fice furniture for state government agencies, or prisoners working for the upkeep of
the institution where they reside like food preparation to janitorial work, To make
matters worse the little pay received by prisoners is still not enough to afford the
basic necessities of life including hygiene, writing and postage supplies needed most
by those inside one reason such items are so hard to purchase is that each facility
has strict limits on where you can buy items from and the one store that has the mar-
ket totally covered is the institutional canteen which over-prices commodities at 20
percent or more then you'd purchase the item on the street. As it 1s these "canteens”
are usually operated and owned by a private contractor who in return for allowing
them to sell to the prison population.

While slave “employment" has increased in all areas, access to educational prog-
rams has declined, especially after the federal Pell grant program was modified in
1994 specifically eliminating federal funds for prisoners wanting a college education
during their incarceration. With the money dried up, local community colleges which
had a contract to provide college level courses to prisoners statewide stopped any
further classes and now the only subjects taught to this day are GED and high school
level curriculum which is limited to old text books and a few on loan teaching assis-
tants to each facility.

To add to the madness all lowa prisons are connected to a fiber optic network
that stretches into all Iowa public schools, colleges and major universities. This
real time, two way, digital video conference network is the most comprehensive in the
nation designed to allow educational opportunities, but instead is used in the prison
system for parole hearings and other bureaucratic business a sham to say the leasc.
In addition treatment or "Rehab" programs are very limited with prisoners access to
such is not based on need but availability. Along with this prisoners who are recomm-
ended for such programming like TOW which 1s an extensive six month drug rehab program
as stipulation to gain release from prison in most cases have to wait sometimes for
years increasing the time a prisoner has to be incarcerated. Another great concern is
the nuaber of mentally 111 persons within hte prison system which there 1s no counse-
ling and 1if they are not isolated then their usually mixed with the prison population
and put on strong psychedelic medications.
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With the overcrowding and the lack of programs the number of hostilities between
prisoners and the number of guards being assaulted has gone up to the degree that ev-
ery day "incidents” are being reported through the newspapers or the prison grapevine
some of these incidents can be caused by some of the most trivial mattera to outright
gang fights over territory which 1is becoming more common in this state. In return the
department of punishment is abusing the use of isolation units throughout the state
confining more prisoners to these units for periods lasting years. Not to mention the
taking away of certain privileges such as full time yard usage whereas prisoncrats
have split the yard times where only certain prisoners can go out at certain times of
the day along with the lose of basic television cable and more disciplinary rules of
vhich they seem to be creating on a monthly bases, even though the administration and
correctional staff and guards have a personal mentality to break or design their own
rules or policies at an immediate pace which benefits thea!

And 1f this was not enough Governor Branstad and the new corrections director W.
L.Kevtzky just recently got their wish list when legislators approved repressive mea-
sures against prisoners convicted of violent sexval crimes vhereas parole officials
oov have the authority to force prisoners to undergo chemical castration and indefin-
ite cime in custody at a "special facility” at one of the prisons once they complete
their original sentence. Lastly the state 1s now using an 85 percent law where priso-
ners convicted of a violent crime now have to do eighty-five percent of the sentence
before they are eligible for a parole from the prison system. In all, 1t can pretty
wmuch be said the Iowa penal system is playing catch up with the rest of the America's
criminal (in)justice system in this new era of keeping tighter control of the Prolet-
arian class.
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As I reported in the last Iowa Dungeon Report about the elimination
of tobacco products within Iowa's prisons, which has come to pass in
part at one of it's facilities. This concentration camp, "Iowa Medical
Classificaction Center” is the state's receiving facility for prisoners
entering the Iowa penal system. A component of this Joint 18 to evaluate
these new prisoners through a battery of educational, psychological and
medical test before they are transferred to one of lowa's prisons. This
1s the perfect environment for prisoncrats to test the reaction of pris-~
oners who will be forced to stop chewing and smoking tobacco ' products
"Cold Turkey,” while sadistically not providing stop smoking cession
programs like counseling, chewing gum (which 1s not permitted at IMCC)
and the nicotine patch. Shortly thereafter other Joints throughout the
state will more then likely be required to follow suit, one after the
other, this after smoking was banned inside Iowa's prisons a few years
ago, limited to puffing your "rollies" out on the prison yard. Overall
the consequences of eliminating tobacco is only going to force prisoners
to start a black market and find other things to smoke like coffee grou-
nds and banana peels for instances.



Next with the Iowa system warehousing over 7,600 prisoners this
number of souls could be the amount serving life sentences vithin a dec-
ade if the new Governor-elect Tom Vilsack gets approval of his outrageo-
us scheme through the state legislature enacting life sentences for any-
one caught dealing or manufacturing methamphetimine. Vilsack a Democrat
promised during his campaign for governor that if elected he would dire-
ct his resources toward changing the way criminals are sentenced by usi-
ng more community based correctional programs instead of the usual
path of incarceration. Vilsack claiming because of the dramatic increase
in the number of methamphetimine production labs being found in the wmid-
west and especlally in Iowa, he feels he must get tough on the manufact-
ures of this illegal substance, to say as he said {it, "To protect our
children." This has brought out criticism from state legislators and
local pro-prisoners rights' groups that incarceration of these offenders
for 1ife will be a costly venture possibly taking away money for educat-
ion, while ballooning an already overcapacity prison population on the
verge of exploding.

On the local front here at the Clarinda Correctional  Facility
prisoncrats have taken it upon themselves to take out in-house video
cassette movies out during the weekdays, while not permitting “R" rated
motion pictures to be shown due te the fact we have a few underage (-17)
prisoners, and though they have no problem convicting them as adults
prisoncrats here seem worried about what these teenagers watch on their
televisions. Also during the Christmas holiday the number of cell searc-
hes being conducted went up dramatically not to mention the numerous
prisoners who have been placed in lock up, some for ridiculous reasons
such as talking to loud in the dayroom or going into other prisoners
cells. In all its been more then anything a continued string of ‘harassm-
ent by administrators and guards. Also I might mention that since the
extremely cold weather has arrived we have been limited to the time we
prisoners can remain outside to omly 15-30 minutes every hour, basically
cutting the time we can be outside to less then half our original time
we are usually allowed. The administration crying that we might catch

pneumonia or something of that nature, though if this camp would provide
us with warm proper clothing for this type of weather then there would
be no excuse. As it stands the only thing they offer 1in outside cold
temperature apparel is a thin cotton coat and a stocking cap. This stan-

dard issue of weather clothing is common practice throughout the lowa
system.

This time instead of devoting space to three prisoners to express
their experiences in the lowa penal system, I am giving the voice to one
prisoner who told of his raw and dramatic troubles the last time he was
doing time. This prisoner Ricki Laughman told of his experiences of rape
harassment and isolation at three different Iowa priscns. He started by
telling of his problems at the Mount Pleasant Correctional Facility, in
Mount Pleasant, Iowa. Ricki went on to say, "Back in June of 1993 after
two months of being at Mount Pleasant three of my roommates was harass-
ing me putting shaving cream in my shoes and other childish games, horse
playing with me against my will, and so forth. I "kited" the counselor,
warden and the security director for a room change, it was denied. About
a month latter I ended up getting rapped by those three roommates
which they ripped my cloths off using a razor they threaten to kill wme
if I told anyone and then sodomitically rapped me for a couple of minut-
es. The next day I called my mother and told her what happened. She th-
en called the state ombudsmans office. The next day the warden told me 1
could have a transfer to any institution, though before that they placed
me in lock up for three weeks at Mount Pleasant. When the three wveeks
were up they transferred me to the old Clarinda prison placing me 1in
special needs. While there another prisoner in this special needs unit
told me I could file a lawsuit against the administration and guards who
failed to protect me from the brutal rape. Shortly after I had filed
the §1983 federal lawsuit the security director Steve Jenkins placed me



in {isolation for two weeks until my mother again called the ombuds-
mans office who convinced the administration to release me from
isolation. Also I went up for reconsideration for my sentence about
two months latter requesting a ninety day shock which they denied and
believe this also was in retaliacion to my lawsuit. Four months latter
the security director went a step further stating I was 'A threat and
security risk to the tranquility of this (Clarinda) correctional facili-
ty," because I was helping other prisoners file lawsuits. It was then I
was placed into lock up until I was moved to another more secure instic-
ucion the Iowa State Reformatory in Anomosa, Iowa. Once I was transfe-
rred I was placed immediately into continued lock up for which I spent
150 days. While in lock up a guard who worked the unit and knew I was
filing lawsuits persistently harassed me by writing me up for the littl-
est shit, no matter how trivia. These reports created an additional eig-
hty days in which I had to do in fsolatfon. After this I was then placed
into special needs at "Anni." Overall I was shocked at what happen to me
in the Iowa prison system, because I did'nt believe things like this ha-
ppened to you in prison, that cthey took care of you. As a result of th-
ese experiences I have nightmares on a common bases. Also I don't have
the same respect for the Iowa system as I did before coming to prison.
My family even noticed when I was released after all this bad experienc-
es, that I have an attitude and did'nc let things go like I use to. Fin-
ally I feel that because of what happen last time and all the anger
1 have, this lead to my incarceration this time on assault charges."

To say the least a new year is fast approaching and the events
of negativity within Iowa's Dungeons are predicted to increase,
probably dramatically now that we have a new governor after sixteen
years of putting up with Governor Terry Branstad's reactionary act-
ions against the prisoners here in Backwards Iowa. The new governor
Tom Vilsack, even though a part of the Democrat party he 1s still
a capitalist and thus obligated to follow the wishes of the ruling
class and so 1 can see things only getting worge, this is supported
by the simple fact that more then likely a change in whom is placed
in administration positions at the department of punishment. As
these pan-out I will keep the readers of this report of what
happens fully informed.

As usual All groups and publications are welcomed to use any
thing from this and past Iowa Dungeon Reports. -
]
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During this juncture of unabated concentration camp expansion with two
million under lack & key  throughout Amerikkka, Iowa 13 in the forefront
of confining it's poor and winority "citizens" in their dungeons of oppres-
sion and control. with a prison population of 7,600, double what it vas a
decade ago, and with the continually modified prediction by state prisoncr-
ats of how many people will be warehoused in Iowa by 2008, state correctio-
nal officials are now saying, “We will need to build six to ten more 750-
bed prisons to keep up with the rising prison populations.” Along with this
the Iowa Board of Corrections fiscal bureau reported it would cost $175 mi-
1lion to construct these prisons, more then $285 million {f state officials
vere to borrow the money to finance the facilictes. Though these "predicti-
ons" by corrections director W.L. "K1p" Kautzky on the construction boonm,
13 nothing less then a fictional half-truth out of this prisoncrats mouth
since factual estimates could be a lot higher. This can be supported by the
current 400-bed expansion being constructed at the Fort Dodge State Prison,
a new 750-bed medium security facility just recently opened. Along with
state lawmakers considering to build a 400-bed expansion to the also recen-
tly opened 750-bed state prison in Newton, Iowa. So inm reality as history
is being made these six to ten new Iowa prisons would be more then likely
become 1,150 bed warehouses which could hold any where from 6,900 to 11,500
extra prisoners by 2008. But if the 1990's over-capacity rate of 140 perce-
nt in Iowa's prison population continues unchanged then f{t could be truly
"predicted” these additional prisons could contain a whopping 16,100 perso-
ns. That along with the 7,600 prisoners already in the Iowa Penal System 1t
would not be surprising 1f by the start of 2009 we could see a total of
23,700 prisoners in Iowa's Dungeons, way above the 14,000 predicted by sta-
te correction. officials! This would also lead to an annual fiscal budget

of just over a half billfon dollars, 1f you account in inflation, operation
and construction cost. !

While at the same time of these growth predictions, the new Governor,
Tom Vilsack keeps proposing changes to avert the need for such large amount
of new prison construction by significantly bolster the community correcti-
on programs by hiring more employees to supervise parolees and those on
probation. Director Kautzky has also proposed providing more money to hold
more offenders in residential facilities. Though I expect all area's of the
Iowa Criminal (In)Justice System will expand no matter what proposals are
legislated by state lawmakers since history 1s the true predictor of the
future and reactionary politicians and their lackeys at the department have
their own repressive interest to protect no matter the consequences to soc-
iety at large. That those put on parole will not grow in comparison to the
prison population since the chairman of the Iowa Board of Parole, Charles
Lawson has said, "His 8roup is in no hurry to increase the number of parol-
ees." Lawson went on to say “Public safety is the No.l concern, we can't
risk public safety by ctaking a chance by sending somebody out on parole. We
are not going to do that." Overall this only shows what direction Iowa is
heading in with the treatment of it's so-called offenders, and as the empl-
oyment of prisoners by private industries takes a grip we will gee what the
Iowa system {is really all abouct.

Speaking on private industries, the Clarinda Correctional Facilicy
vhere I reside will begin construction of an "Industrial Butlding” this
spring as part of this prisons expansion of adding facflities for che priv-
ate sector to exploit prisoners labor, a kitchen which this Joint has not

had since 1t opened back in April 1996 and an expanded visiting room which
is just to small for the current population of nearly 1,000 prisoners.
This 1s in line vith lowa's Department of Punishment goal of increasing
the number of {ts captives slaving to the staté so the prisoncrats have
more money to spend toward it's warehouses, while these prisoncrats vho
vill and do pocket profits, while owners will increase their own greed due
to the benefits of eoploying prisoners labor. Other @odifications being
made here at the Clarinda Correctional Facility 1a close-circutt cameras



are currently being located in every nook and cranny of this high-tech
dungeon, that from personal observation I have noticed at least twenty
cameras in their re-enforced protective enclosures being attached to brick
valls and metal ceilings, putting in jeopardy what little decency of priv-
acy we prisoners had. This is all in part of the new design of ~ prison
vhere every aspect of the facility can be electronically controlled from
control center "Bubbles" located on each wing of the prison, with one main
control center bubble centered in the middle of this prison complex, which
controls every part of this warehouse from all the electronically operated
doors, lights, inmates phones, ventilation to access to all vater outlets
including shovers, sinks and toilets. This type of set-up not only control
the operations snd movement of prisoners, but also reduces the number of
guards needed to effectively manage such a high-tech dungeon of oppresslon
thus frees more money to spend toward more prison beds.

Now its time to devote the space to three more prisoners to express
vhat they see and the conditions that they face. In the November 1998 Dun-
goen Report I reported on the new six percent surcharge enacted on Iowa's
prisoners. Well since this surcharge went into effect on December 3, 1998
maay problems have arisen on the confiscation of this money from prisone-
rs accounts. To -show the impact it has had I am reprinting a letter Rex E.
Ellis wrote to a state-wide newspaper which is a poverful testimony to how
it has made an impact on him and prisoners throughout the state. The
letter goes on to say:

I'm wvriting to your office in hope of having this letter or parts
of {t published. I don't think the public knows what {t cost inmates to
be incarcerated on the inmates behalf. 1'm sure the vast majority of
the public thinks we have no burdens, worries or concerns, there are
some that think being incarcerated is easy. I know prison is not suppo-
sed to be fun or maybe not even comfortable. Inmates in lowa -are not

only paying the price with their freedom, -the state has generated a.
vealthy revenue from their six thousand plus inmates. I'm a prisoner at.

the Clarinda Correctional facility. I vork like all inmates are requir-
ed to, the average pay is around 27}¢c an hour or about 44 dollars a
month. A good vast of the inmates pay child support, this : child
support comes out of the inmates pay 50X off the top, this 501 of pay
{s surcharged 6% for the state. Out of the rest of the inmates pay most
have 20 taken for restitution and then 10X for gate fee, up until the
gate fee savings has reached $100.00. As of november 3, 1998 all inmat-
es are required to pay 6% surcharge on all out going moneys and purcha-
sas. If an inmate sends money home to help out a loved one or to their
children for their birthday or Christmas we will get charged 6X. The
canteen is a monopoly. If we purchase any food items, soap, toothpaste
and shampoo we pay 12%. The state no longer gives indigent inmates soap
if the inmate has a job. If ve need medical attention we pay 3 dollars
each time ve need to see a doctor or any medical staff. If we call a
loved one the phone call cost around six dollars a call for only twelve
minutes, the state gets the kick-back percentage for each call wmade.
Inmates get to purchase pop tokens once a veek from the pop machine pop
here cost one dollar plus 61 surcharge, the state gets to keep the 5S¢
on the bottles. The state rents T.V.'s to the inmates that can't afford
to purchase one for twelve dollars a month plus 6% surcharge. If an in-
mate can afford a T.V., the T.V. cost is $229.99 plus 6X tax = $243.78
plus 6% surcharge on the total cost of $258.42. Most canteen items are
marked up considerable higher then wvhat the general public pays, for
example the 13" color T.V.'s. The canteen is not only a monopoly the
state also generates 6% surcharge on food items, 121 on non-food {tems
plus state receives a 2X kick-back from Easter's Food Store on all tot-
al purchases. If inmates would like to purchase winter clothing items,
(long johns, socks and undervare). This correctional facility forces us
to only purchase from J.C. Penneys with a total limit of only $50 doll-
ars per order plus 6% tax and 6% surcharge. The public only pays 51 tax
If our loved one's sends money to us the state takes out 20%Z of all mo-
ney coming in if the inmate has restitution to pay. The state is putti-
ng the burden on our loved one's to pay our restitution. An inmate rec-
eived $90.000.00 plus for a wrongful death suit and attempted to send
out most of the money to his family who is in need of his financial su-



pport but the state was only interested in taking thelir six percent of
his money. In closing the Director of the Depsrtaent of Corrections has ¢,
asked the new governor Tom Vilsack for a 101 {increase {in funding. 1
don't believe public and state officials realize the money generated by
the 7,000 plus inmates and loved one's each month. If anything the dic-
ector of the Department of Corrections should decrease funding due to
the nevly generated funds by inmates and their loved one's. The prison
systea 1s fraudulent from the top to the bottom. I hope the public can
see hov their tax dollars are being used, the state is charging the
inmates for everything, why are the taxes so}ng up not down?

Also you'll notice Rex showed just how corrupt the Iowa prisoncrats
are and that the mighty dollar is more important then the people caught in
this web of self-interest capitalism and that the need to change that
system is something which needs to be f d on with full force. The next
prisoner told me about disciplinary reports he received which were written
only on “confidential information" and because of this he lost a level and
his job as a chapel clerk. This prisoner who wishes to go by the 1initials
R.F. told what happened starting December 1998. He went om to say, "I am
sitting in the day room on East 4 watching TV, and c/o Hanson came on the
unit and asked me for my institutional number and told we I wvas going to
lock up. I asked him why I was going to lock up which the guard read the
report after taking:me to Ad-Seg in handcuffs. In reading the report this
c/o said was written out by Marry hildabrant the assistant treatment dire-
ctor which she charged me with "Threats and Intimidation” because of a
prisoners confidential information. And even though I had not ' spoken to
Hildabrant in over 8-10 wmonths .she wrote the disciplinary report based on
non-existent evidence. Finally I went to the ALJ(Adainistrative Law Judge)
Janvary 12, thirteen days after being placed in administrative Segregation
"holding." The ALJ looked at the report and said there was no evidence to
support Hary Hildabrant's report which she dismissed. A few days lnfzer 1
vas raleased from Ad-Seg, and then called down to the shift captains off{-
ce to talk to captain Ed Pruitt. He asked me what my nick name was, 1 said
"Call everything but my last name and you'll get 1t." He then told me that
a confidential informant said ay nick name is "POPS.” So he sends we back
to the unit. At noon hour the same day at lunch time just as I had taken
twvo bites out of my tray vhen c/o Morgan came to the unit with a pair of
handcuffs vhich he placed on me behind my back and then escorted me back
to.the shift captains office and again Captain Pruitt said he's going to "Take
me back to lock up for lying to him." He went on to say, " I lied to him by
saying my name was not 'POPS'." I told him I did not 1ie and then explained to
him that my name has been called “"POPS" in the past and a fev other names in
the past, but not of my choice. So captain Pruitt responded by saying "So your
name is pope?” I responded saying "I guess." Then captain Pruitt then advised

me he was writing a major disciplinary report, because they found contraband
in the chapel where I worked. I tesponded "Is this more confidentisl ‘informa-
tion?" Which he said, “Yes." Eventually the handcuffs were removed and I was
eent back to the unit and given another major disciplinary report latter that
night. This time the report said I was being charged with misuse of mail and
telephone, that the contraband found was nine sheets of paper wvith something
illegai written on thea. This evidence was never shown to me by the shift cap-
tain or the ALJ. A few days latter I went to the ALJ to have the report heard.
She found me guilty of the .misuse of mail violation and then gave me three
days of DD (Disciplinary Detention) the severast punishoent a.prisoner can
receive in the Iova system. The contraband that was found I wvas not avare of
1t being there and that there was no other vay to connect me with these nine
sheets of paper besides the confidential information, but yet 1 was found
suilcty of satd report. Also my name was called "POPS" before 1997 not after
this. So how can they find me guilty of a major disciplinary report when all
the old guys at this conceiitration camp are also called "POPS." The contraband
found in the: chapel had a nick name of “POPS" on it snd thus the reason alse
vhy 1 got fired from the clerk Job. In addition I believe I vas .vwritten the
second report because the first one failed to stand up, and this is unfair to
say the least. Finally Steve Ballard told of his “Beef" vith hov the canteen
items are selected and the unfairness involved in the. certain 1iteas - based
on hov much 1s bought, vhereas needed items that are less purchased get elimi-
nated no matter if they are important to a few prisoners. Steve went on to ‘say
how this has effected him, "There has been certain iteas that I use to purcha-
se on a regular bases as I needed thea, from the carteen 1ist, but are no lon-
ger available because they have been removed due to the lack of sales. I can
understand the lack of sales on some ftems to the degree that somethings are




not really important should be removed to make space for merchandise prisoners
vant to purchase, but then there are hygiene products which are very 1limited
and like in oy case I an left to use a vworse or slightly vorse product then
used previously to it being removed, snd its not even taken into consideration
that the product being removed is the only product an inmate can use’' and now
that its gone there is nothing I can use as a replacement.:As an example of
this I can not use strong deodorant soap because it causes body rashes all
over my skin, so vith the removal of the two light deodorant soaps I have no
option to select light deodorant soap off the canteen, vhen I: kited Easter's

the company that is contracted to provide canteen items to this institution,’

and asked them if I could purchase light deodorant soap, they responded by
saying "These products are no longer available and that I could not buy these
items due to institution policy." I was then told to kite the officer in cha-
rge of comaissary and ask him 1if I can purchase light deodorant sosp and other
itens not on the canteen sheet. I did this and was denied the request which
happens the majority of the time. This process takes such a long time that you
wait veeks for an ansver usually against the request. The end result is you go
vithout and 1t's just a frustrating losing battle.

Finally I would like to speak further on the "War on Meth,” as 1its now
being called by politicians and the. media. As I mention in the December Iowa
Duageon Report about Governor Vilsack's proposal to state legislators to pass
legislation mandating life sentences for those persons who deal or manufacture
Methamphetimine. Well such legislation has been put on the house docket while
the media is having a frenzy over the matter. This issue has gone to such a
degree the Des Moines Register, the state's major propaganda paper has
analyzed this meth problea in a series of front page essay's and on an one
hour televised community debate discussing the different, problems it has
caused the state of lowa. From the numerous meth labs being found within the
states boarders, to how school age children are effected and the highly deb-
ated issue of punishment verses treatment alternatives. Overall I gee a sit-
uation where lovan's are being encouraged to fight againat this so-called
problem, vhich is bent on finding a solution through a path of controlling
an epidenic by blunt force. This is definitely a symptom.of capitalism which
i3 all for domination over Lt's citizens, and see this “War on Meth," promo-
ted heavily by the state media as an underhanded approach toward making 1t
more acceptable for lowan's to be manipulated into allowing government agen-
cies to have just that much more pover and mastership over their-lifes. Now
personally I am not a drug user and discourage others from putting such poi-
son in their body, but I believe the use and the dealing of drugs should be
the individuals choice, vhile the causes of vide spread drug problem is a
result of capitalism to crininalize the youth and control other parts of so- .
ciety like black neighborhoods and this the reason I believe besides a chan-
ge in our political system but that these people in such a situation should
be offered unique husane alternatives vhich would lead them away from such a
path. Though more then anything 1f you take away the stigma and illegability
of these illegal substances the battle of this so-called nuisance could be
mote mansgeable. Either way this intense debate continues.

In ending I find it discouraging that 1 fail to receive any responses’
to these Iova Dungeon Reports. That since I started doing this monthly news- -
lecter in July 1998, the response has been close to non-existent, along with
none of the material in the reports are being printed in the publications
which I send copies too. The purpose of the Iowa Dungeon Report is to report
the injustices of the Iowa Penal Systea, but if these reports are failing to
make an impact why do I continue to research and write the lova Dungeon Rep-
ort, every mouth? It's up to you to help circulate and print sections of
these reports, all I can do 1s report it froa inside the walls of these Dun-

geons. So Please help in developing this project into something more then a
writing exercise in futilicy.

D.A. SHELDON
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To what degree does a person lose the right to redress their grievances
against a repressive government, even though that government supposedly gua-
rantees in it's constitution the right, “...to petition the government for a
redress of grievances."? Well for the Iowa prisoner the basic fundamental,
hard-earned accessible right to the courts has taken a hard step backwards
vhen the Department of Punishments Director W.L. Kautzky ordered each and
every law library located in all of Iowa's prisons to be eliminated over a
two year period. This is in reaction to the 1997 U.S. Supreme court decision
"Casey Vs. Lewis" which Arizona state prisoners won a class action lawsuit
in the federal district court, on the issue of expanding legal library serv-
ices to non-English speaking prisoners and access to aw materials available
on CD-ROM. Finally after Arizona prisoncrats filed an appeal to the ninth
circuit court of appeals which the ruling was "affirmed," they went to the
U.S. Supreme Court the majority of the reactionary justices reversed the lo-
wer courts ruling expanding their "opinion" to effect all previous rulings
by this court in relation to prisoners access to law material. And thus our
legal right to have access to a law library. In turn prisoncrats and a few
states are now on the bandwagon to eliminate law libraries 1in their prisons.
In the state of Iowa Director Kautzky told the media, the reason law librar-
ies are being wipe-out is to many “frivolous" lawsuits were being filed by
inmates and that the cost to keep the libraries up-dated cost cthe state
$500,000 a year. Already the Department of Punishment has stopped ordering
new up-to-date law books, while request of legal materials from 'the .8state
law library which are not available in the prison law library will have to
be done at the inmates expense. In a further move by the state :apparatus
to demonstrate prisoners will still have access to the courts for all civil
and criminal matters the Department of Punishment has hired an attorney from
the state public defenders office. This is a poor excuse 1in offering 1legal
advise to the prison population for numerous reasons, starting with the
simple fact that this attorney works for the state, along with the poor rep-
resentation they give to poor clients when they are appealing their criminal
convictions to the state of Iowa Supreme Court and appellate Court. That the
majority of the attorneys at the public defenders office are biased and are
mostly just out of law school so they have little experience in the law of
which they represent. Overall the real reason Director Kautzky ordered this
repressive measure is to slow down prisoners especially jailhouse attorneys
from filing lawsuits against the brutalities of this messed up system. As it
stood prisoncrats were already being challenged from numerous avenues from
the conditions of Administracive lock up to the poor medical care provided
by the prison system. In all Director Kautzky hopes that in the long-run pt-
isoners will lose the knowledge of civil law along with making it near to
impossible for those jailhouse attorneys to continue to do thier research.
This will surly effect the way prisoners are treated in the future as the
prisoncrats go back to before the 1960's when prisoners started gaining
some of their Civil Rights!

Finally I would like to up date you on the status of the proposed 1life
sentences for those convicted of dealing or manufacturing Methamphetimine.
Well Govermor Tom Vilsack's proposal to the state legislature failed to pass
the house, 8o in quick fashion GCovernor Vilsack proposed another sentencing
guideline this time proposing a bill that would enact ninety-nine year sent-
ences for those convicted for the first time dealing or manufacturing Meth,
the second conviction would then guaranty a life sentence. Though 1in any
cage here in Iowa if you are given a long sentence usually over twenty-five



years then you as might as well be doing a life sentence since prisomners
in this state end up doing around fifty percent or more of their senten-
ce on average. In addition Iowa legislator leaders predict virtually un-
animous approval of this legislation. This being the case by next time I
draft out the Iowa Dungeon Report I expect that this new repressive mea-
sure will be on the law books effecting Iowan's. As usual I will keep
the readers of this newsletter informed of what impact this legislation
has.

In ending the reason this months lowa Dungeon Report is so short is
because of the lack of funds I have this month and 1'm about out of typ-
ing paper and so until I find some funds from the outside this project
could be delayed in the near future. As it stands the state takes almost
all of my state pay leaving me around four or five dollars a month which
quit frankly I barely afford hygiene supplies. So if anyone wants to
help financially it would be most welcomed and helpful in the continuat-
ion of this project. Thank You.

D.A.SHELDON
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This and other tenific prisoner zines
are available through the South Chicago
ABC Zine Distro. Dozens of zines dealing
with anarchism, feminism, anti-racism and
prisoner issues are available. This zine costs
one 33 cent stamp. All zines are $2.00 or
less. Titles include, In the Trenches...
Thought Bombs, Freedom Campaign/
Crminolgy 101, A Story That Must Be Told,
Behind These Walls, Cyanide, Chain Reaction,
The Kalifornia Department of Komrections and
Pelican Bay State Prison, Off Our Knees and
many, many others. Write for a complete list.

SOUTH CHICAGO ABC ZINE DISTRO
P.O. Box 721, Homewood, IL 60430



